MINUTES
CITY COUNCIL MEETING

SEPTEMBER 19, 2017

CALL TO ORDER - Roll Call and Determination of a Quorum

The Parker City Council met in a regular meeting on the above date at Parker City Hall,
5700 E. Parker Road, Parker, Texas, 75002.

Mayor Z Marshall called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. Council members Scott Levine
(arrived 5:08 p.m.), Cindy Meyer, Lee Pettle, Cleburne Raney, and Ed Standridge were
present.

Staff Present: City Administrator Jeff Flanigan, Finance/H.R. Manager Johnna Boyd, City

Secretary Patti Scott Grey, City Attorney Brandon Shelby (arrived 5:20 p.m.), Fire Chief
Mike Sheff, and Police Chief Richard Brooks

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

AMERICAN PLEDGE: Hugh Lewis led the pledge.

TEXAS PLEDGE: Fran Lewis led the pledge.

PUBLIC COMMENTS The City Council invites any person with business before the Council to speak. No

formal action may be taken on these items at this meeting. Please keep comments to 3 minutes.

None

ARCHITECT FIRM INTERVIEW 5:00 P.M. TO 6:00 P.M.

1. PRESENTATION AND INTERVIEW BY ARCHITECTURAL SERVICES FIRM (5-6
p.m.)

Pierce, Goodwin, Alexander & Linville (PGAL) gave their presentation and answered
guestions.

CONSENT AGENDA Routine Council business. Consent Agenda is approved by a single majority vote.

Iltems may be removed for open discussion by a request from a Councilmember or member of staff.

Mayor Marshall asked that item 3, consideration and/or any appropriate action on
amending the city sewer rates be removed from the consent agenda.

2. DEPARTMENT REPORTS-ANIMAL CONTROL, BUILDING, COURT, POLICE
AND WEBSITE



4. CONSIDERATION AND/OR ANY APPROPRIATE ACTION ON RESOLUTION
NO. 2017-551, REGARDING AN AGREEMENT WITH TXDOT FOR PARKER
ROAD WATER LINE RELOCATION PROJECT. [FLANIGAN]

5. CONSIDERATION AND/OR ANY APPROPRIATE ACTION ON RESOLUTION
NO. 2017-552, APPROVING A MOWING CONTRACT WITH GREENER
PASTURES LANDSCAPE MANAGEMENT. [FLANIGAN]

MOTION: Mayor Pro Tem Levine moved to approve consent agenda items 2, 4, and
5, as presented. Councilmember Standridge seconded with Councilmembers
Levine, Meyer, Pettle, Raney, and Standridge voting for the motion. Motion carried
5-0.

6. REMINDER/DISCUSSION OF HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE (HHW)
DISPOSAL EVENT IS SATURDAY, OCTOBER 28, 2017, 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM.

Mayor Marshall reminded everyone of the Household Hazardous Waste (HHW)
event.

INDIVIDUAL CONSIDERATION ITEMS

3. CONSIDERATION AND/OR ANY APPROPRIATE ACTION ON AMENDING THE
CITY SEWER RATES. [BOYD]

MOTION: Councilmember Standridge moved to table item 3. Councilmember Raney
seconded with Councilmembers Levine, Meyer, Pettle, Raney, and Standridge voting
for the motion. Motion carried 5-0.

7. CONSIDERATION AND/OR ANY APPROPRIATE ACTION ON REPUBLIC
SERVICES RATE INCREASE. [BERNAS]

Republic Services, Inc. Division Municipal Services Manager Rick Bernas reviewed
Republic’s request for an annual rate adjustment, an adjustment to reflect changes
in cost of doing business, and operating cost from year-to-year, per the terms of the
contract. Mr. Bernas also reviewed a copy of the Consumer Price Index Indicator for
2016 and 2017 and breakdown, with a 3.25% increase from $16.83 to $17.38 for
monthly service effective December 1, 2017. [See Exhibit 1 - Rick Bernas’ September
19, 2017, 7:37 p.m. email, stating rate implementation would occur January 1, 2018.]

MOTION: Councilmember Standridge moved to approve the Republic Services Inc.’s
rate increase request as stated. Councilmember Raney seconded with
Councilmembers Levine, Meyer, Pettle, Raney, and Standridge voting for the motion.
Motion carried 5-0.

e BULK TRASH — CONSIDERATION AND/OR ANY APPROPRIATE ACTION OF
SPLITTING THE CITY’S BULK TRASH INTO SEPARATE WEEKS (EXAMPLE
— EAST/WEST OF FM2551)

Mr. Bernas also discussed the need to split the City’s bulk trash into separate weeks,
providing bulk trash service to Parker east of Hogge Road one (1) week and to Parker
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west of Hogge Road another week for better service. He said Republic was working
out the details and planned to mail residents a rotation calendar. Once the
information is made available, the City could add it to water bills and the City’s
website.

8. CONSIDERATION AND/OR ANY APPROPRIATE ACTION ON HOME RULE
CHARTER COMMITTEE CRITERIA. [SHELBY/LEVINE]

Mayor Pro Tem Levine started the discussion by reviewing a draft of his research,
included in the City Council packet. [See Exhibit 2 - Mayor Pro Tem Levine’s Dratft.]

After discussion, City Council agreed the Home Rule Charter Committee would
consist of the Mayor, as a non-voting member; Mayor Pro Tem, as non-voting
Advisor/Chair; and four citizens of Parker, as voting members; along with two
alternate members, who would serve as voting members, if needed. City Staff would
be available and assist the Committee, as needed. Further, the Mayor would
interview residents, primarily any unfamiliar residents, who have applied or
volunteered to serve on the Home Rule Charter Committee and recommend six (6)
individuals to be interviewed by the entire City Council at an open meeting. It was
noted the Home Rule Charter Committee should reflect the diversity of Parker and all
the meetings shall be posted and open to the public.

MOTION: Councilmember Pettle moved to approve the Home Rule Charter
Committee draft changes, as discussed. Councilmember Raney seconded with
Councilmembers Levine, Meyer, Pettle, Raney, and Standridge voting for the motion.
Motion carried 5-0.

9. DISCUSSION REGARDING BID PROCESS. [SHELBY]

City Attorney Shelby gave a presentation, outlining the basics of municipal
procurement including the necessity of bidding and the rules and requirements of the
bid process. [See Exhibit 3 - City Attorney Shelby’s Legal Q&A information.]

ARCHITECT FIRM INTERVIEW 7:00 P.M. TO 8:00 P.M.

10.PRESENTATION AND INTERVIEW BY ARCHITECTURAL SERVICES FIRM (7-8
p.m.)

Randall Scott Architects gave their presentation and answered questions.

ROUTINE ITEMS

11.FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS
e ZONING CODE COMMITTEE UPDATE

Councilmember Pettle updated City Council on the Committee’s progress,
stating the Committee met weekly reviewing City Ordinances beginning with
Chapter 152, Zoning Ordinances. After review, they found inconsistencies
and out-of-date information. The committee is looking at the Code book

layout with the objective of making the Code more consistent and user-
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friendly. Questions and concerns, regarding codifications costs and whether
codification was legally required, were raised and being researched.
Committee members were also making revisions, as needed.
Councilmember Pettle noted progress was taking longer than expected,;
however, the Committee thought the changes will be a great improvement.

VOLUNTEERS FOR COLLIN CENTRAL APPRAISAL DISTRICT BOARD
OF DIRECTORS [MARSHALL]

Mayor Marshall asked if anyone was interested in volunteering for the Board
of Directors for the Collin County Appraisal District (CCAD). If so, please
contact Mayor Marshall at zmarshall@parkertexas.us. Councilmember
Standridge said he was interested. The Mayor asked that an item,
nominating Councilmember Standridge, be added to the future agenda
items.

The Mayor reviewed the reminders.

REMINDER NATIONAL NIGHT OUT (NNO) — TUESDAY, OCTOBER 3,
2017, 6:00 P.M. — 9:00 P.M.

The Mayor asked Police Chief Brooks to provide City Council with a list of

participating homeowners' associations (HOA) and encourage

councilmembers to attend.

REMINDER FIRE PREVENTION WEEK — OCTOBER 8-14, 2017

REMINDER NATIONAL PHARMACEUTICAL TAKE BACK INITIATIVE -
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 28, 2017, 10:00 A.M. — 2:00 P.M., ALONG
WITH EARLY VOTING

Councilmember Standridge asked if there was any volume limit associated

with this event. Police Chief Brooks said no, and the pharmaceuticals did

not have to be expired.

REMINDER OCTOBER 2017 WATER RATES

Mayor Marshall reminded everyone of the water rate increase effective

October 1, 2017, reflective November 1, 2017.

Water Rates - Residential Effective Effective Effective Effective Effective
Oct. 2016 Oct. 2017 Oct. 2018 Oct. 2019 Oct. 2020
S

Min Chg. - Includes 1% 4,000 Gal

Volume Rate Per 1,000 Gal.

4,001
15,000
30,001
50,001
70,001

15,000
30,000
50,000
70,000
Above

Mayor Marshall announced the next City Council meeting would be an Executive
Session only meeting next Thursday, September 28, 2017.

Councilmember Pettle said she was unaware of the meeting. Ms. Pettle said she
reported her parkertexas.us email address was not working in July and it still was not
working. If anyone needed to contact her, she could be contacted through her AOL
account. City Secretary Scott Grey said emails were going to both email addresses
and IT was looking into the matter.
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Mayor Marshall reminded everyone the October 3, 2017 City Council meeting was
canceled, due to National Night Out and the next regularly scheduled meeting was
Tuesday, October 17, 2017. The Mayor noted, due to the Councilmember
Standridge’s Collin Central Appraisal District Board of Directors nomination deadline,
there may be a need to have a few brief items on the September 28, 2017 agenda.

Mayor Marshall asked if there were any additional items to be added to the future
agenda. He noted the municipal sales tax item would be on the agenda as soon as
the research information was completed. Councilmember Standridge asked when
City Council would provide their input, regarding the architects. The Mayor said they
should have an opportunity at one of the next couple Council meetings.

12.ADJOURN

Mayor Marshall adjourned the meeting at 8:50 p.m.

APPROVED:
y MaGor 2\ Marshall
//// (( '..... “..a- $
ATTESTED: e
P Approvedonthe _ 5th  day

> / of December , 2017.
R oAy -

Patti Scott Grey, City Secretary
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From: Bernas, Rick

Sent: Tuesday, September 19, 2017 7:37 PM
To: Jeff Flanigan 3 [ : >
Subject: Rate adjustment

We will not implement the rate adjustment till January 1, 2018. The old agreement was in October the
new one is January 1*. | will pull CPI numbers in October to see if it is lower. If it is | will adjust if it is
more we will leave it alone.

Rick Bernas
Municipal Marketing Manager
North Texas

4200 East 14th Street Plano, TX 75074
e rbernas@republicservices.com

0 465-666-5615 ¢ 972-880-0276

w www.RepublicServices.com

Q-R‘» REPUBLIC

&é SERVICES
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The City of Parker has determined that a committee should be formed to explore the
option of becoming a “home rule” city, governed by a City Charter, which would be
adopted by the citizens. The committee, established by the City Council, shall be tasked
with the creation of a preliminary draft charter, or charters, to be presented, considered
and potentially revised by the City Council and then presented to the citizens of the City
of Parker for approval, through a City-wide election. To facilitate an efficient and
meaningful process, the Council has determined committee shall be comprised of five
members, including the Mayor, the Mayor Pro-Tem, and three citizens of the City of
Parker. It is also recommended that there be two alternate citizens on the committee. The
City Administrator will serve in an advisory role. All meetings will be posted and open to
the public, with quorum’s required for official business tobe conducted.

In order to promote genuine thought, discussion and debate, the committee shall reflect
the natural diversity of our citizenry so as to encompass the uniqueness that embodies
the City of Parker. Itis the goal of the Mayor, as the representative appointed by the City
Council to select the committee, to assemble a committee which reflects City residents
diverse in location, age, affiliation and perspective, but who are unified in, and committed
to, a single goal and purpose, the long term best interests of all who reside in our great
city.

We expect this process to take a significant amount of time and it will not be a ballot
initiative until November 2018 or May 2019.
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Legal Q&A

By Scott Houston
TML. Deputy Executive Director and General Counsel

When is a city required to competitively procure goods and services?

With limited exceptions, before a city enters into a contract that requires an expenditure of more
than $50,000, it must comply with the procedures for competitive sealed bidding or competitive
sealed proposals in Chapter 252 of the Texas Local Government Code. As an alternative to
competitive sealed bidding or proposals, & city may use the following procurement methods: (1
the reverse auction procedure for purchasing in Section 2155.062(d) of the Government Code;
(2) a cooperative purchasing program under Subchapters D and F of Chapter 271 of the Local
Government Code; or (3) a method described by Chapter 2269 of the Government Code
(elternative procurement methods for city construction projects). TEX. Loc. Gov’T CODE at
§252.022(a).

Note that a city may use competitive sealed proposals for the purchase of any goods or services,
including high technology items and insurance. However, construction projects must generally
be procured using competitive bidding or specific alternative methods (discussed below). M.
§252.021(b).

What criteria may a city use when competitively procuring a contract?

For general procurement of goods or services (as discussed below, special rules may apply to
construction procurement), a contract must be awarded to: (a) the lowest responsible bidder, or
(b) the bidder who provides goods or services at the “best value.” TEX. LOC. GOV’T CODE
§252.043. When determining “best value,” the city may consider factors other than the purchase
price of the goods and services, including among other things: (1) the reputation of the bidder
and the bidder's goods or services; (2) the quality of the bidder’s goods or services; (3) the
bidder’s past relationship with the city; and/or (4) any other lawful criteria. Id.

The city must indicate in the bid specifications and requirements that the contract will be
awarded either to the lowest responsible bidder or to the bidder whe provides goods or services
at the “best value” for the city. Id -

In addition, two provisions authorize the use of local preference when awarding a contract. A
city may consider a bidder’s principal place of business when a city awards a contract for real or
personal property. Id. §271.905. The provision provides that if a city receives one or more bids
from a bidder whose principal place of business is in the city and whose bid is within three
percent of the lowest bid price of a non-resident, the city may pick the resident bidder after a
written determination that the decision is in the best interests of the city. Jd. This is a useful
provision for awarding contracts, but it appears to be directed towards the purchase of tangible
items rather than services. Section 271.9051 authorizes a city to give a preference to a local
bidder when a awarding a contract for personal property or services if: (1) the local bid is within
five percent of the lowest bid that isn’t local, and (2) the city’s governing body finds in writing
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that the local bid offers the best combination of price and economic development factors such as
local employment and tax revenues. Note that Section 271.9051 is limited to a confract for
construction services in an amount of less than $100,000 or a contract for other purchases in an
amount of less than $500,000. /4. §271.9051.

What are common exemptions from the competitive procarement requirements?

Acitydomnothavemomnplyu&thcompeﬁﬁwprowemmmquirementsfmcenain
expenditures, even if the expenditure is over $50,000. The most common exemptions are as
follows (sce Section 252.022(a) of the Local Govemment Code for a complete list of
exemptions);

® A procurement made because of a public calamity that requires the immediate
appropriation of money to relieve the necessity of the municipality’s residents or to
preserve the property of the municipality. TEX. Loc. Gov'T CODE §252.022(a)(1).

. Apmcurementmcessarytopmerveorprotectthepubﬁchealﬂlorsafetyofthe
municipality's residents. Jd. §252.022(a)(2).

* A procurement necessary because of unforeseen damage to public machinery, equipment,
or other property. Id. §252.022(a)(3).

» A procurement for personal, professional, or planning services. (Note: Certain
professionﬂsaﬁces,howeva,mnﬁbepmcumdﬁroughawmpeﬁﬁveselwﬁmpmm
under Chapter 2254 of the Government Code (the Professional Services Procurement
Act)). Id. §252.022(a)(4).

¢ A purchase of land or a right-of-way. Id. §252.022(a)(6).

* A procurement of items that are available from only one source. Id. §252.022(a)(7).

Whether or not to use any of the exemptions is up to each city, and the decision should be made
based on the advice of local legal counsel.

When is a city required to contact historically underutilized businesses (HUBs) when
making a purchase?

A city, in making an expenditure of more than $3,000 but less than $50,000, shall contact at least
two HUBS on a rotating basis, based on information provided by the Texas Comptroller’s Office
pursuant to Chapter 2161 of the Government Code (/::1: us/y rement/proghub/).
If the list fails to identify a HUB in the county in which the city is located, the city is exempt.
TEX. Loc. Gov’T CopE §252.0215.

What are the purchasing rules regarding cify construction projects?

For construction projects that involve the construction of a municipal facility (defined as any
improvement to real property), a city may use any of the alternative procurement methods set out
in Chapter 2269 of the Texas Government Code. TEX. Loc. Gov’T CODE §252.043. The only
limitation is that design-build and job order contracting may not be used to procure civil
engineering projects, except in limited circumstances. The altemative methods are:



® Competitive bidding (which is different than the “standard” competitive bidding

processes in Chapter 252/Chapter 271, Subchapter B). TEX. Gov'T CODE §2269.101.

Competitive sealed proposals. Id. §2269.151 et seq.

Construction manager agent. /d. §2269.201 et seq.

Construction manager at risk. Jd. §2269.251 et seq.

Design-build. /d. §2269.301. et seq. (A handful of very large cities — those over 100,000

in population — may use design-build for a limited number of civil engineering projects.

Id. §2269.351 et seq. )

¢ Job order contract. (May be used only for buildings, and not be used for civil engineering
projects.) Id. §2269.401 et seq.

Foreachoflhemethodslistedabove,acityawardsﬂleconu‘&cttothecontwtorwhopmvides
the “best value” to the city based on the selection criteria established by the city in its
procurement documents. The selection criteria may generally include factors other than the
construction cost, including among other things: (1) the reputation of the contractor and the
contracwr'sgoodsorservi;(Z)ﬂxequalityofﬂnecontractor'sgoodsorsewiws;andﬁ)ﬂle
contractor’s past relationship with the city. Id. §2269.055.

What effect does a home rule charter provision have on state purchasing rules?

Anyprovisioninﬂ1echarl:etofahomerulecitythatrelatestothenoticeofconu'acts,
advertisement of the notice, requirements for the taking of sealed bids based on specifications for
public improvements or purchases, the manner of publicly opening bids or reading them aloud,
or the manner of letting contracts that is in conflict with Chapter 252 controls unless the
governing body elects to have Chapter 252 supersede the charter. TEX. 1OC. GOV'T CODE
§252.022.

What is a cooperative purchasing program?

Chapter 271, Subchapters D and F, of the Local Government Code (Cooperative Purchasing
ngrmns)mthoﬁmciﬁesﬁmhnowopaaﬁveswi&thashtemoﬁmlmalgovemmmfm
the purpose of procuring goods and services. The state purchasing cooperative is online at
htty://www.window.state.teus/procurement/, and a joint TML/Texas Association of School
Board cooperative is online at wwv.tml.org. In addition, several councils of governments offer

cooperative purchasing.

What is reverse auction procurement?

Section 2155.062(d) of the Texas Government Code authorizes the use of the reverse auction
method for the purchase of goods and services. A reverse auction procedure is: (1) real-time
bidding process usually lasting less than one hour and taking place at a previously scheduled
time and Internet location in which multiple suppliers, anonymous to each other, submit bids to
provide the designated goods or services; or (2) a bidding process usually lasting less than two
weeks and taking place during a previously scheduled period and at a previously scheduled
Internet location, in which multiple suppliers, anonymous to each other, submit bids to provide
the designated goods or services. TEX. GOV*T CODE §2155.062(d).



What are the penalties for failing to comply with competitive procurement laws?

A contract made without compliance with competitive procurement laws is void, and
performance of the contract may be enjoined by any property tax paying resident or a person
who submitted a bid for a contract to which the competitive sealed bidding requirement applies,
regardless of residency, if the contract is for the construction of public works. TEX. Loc. Gov’T
CoDE §252.061. The specific criminal penalties are as follows:

¢ A municipal officer or employee who intentionally or knowingly makes or suthorizes
separate, scquential, or component purchases to avoid the competitive procurement
requirements of Chapter 252 commits a Class B misdemeanor. Id. §252.062.

¢ A municipal officer or employee who intentionally or knowingly violates the competitive
procurement requirements of Chapter 252 commits a Class B misdemeanor. Id

* A municipal officer or employee who intentionally or knowingly violates Chapter 252
other than by conduct described above commits a Class C misdemeanor. 7d

A final conviction for an offense constituting a Class B misdemeanor results in the immediate
removal of that person from office or employment, For a period of four years following
conviction, the removed officer or employee is ineligible to be appointed or elected to a public
office in Texas, to be re-employed by the city, or to receive any compensation through a contract
with that city. Jd §252.063.

Where can I find more information about competitive procurement laws?

The League published a comprehensive document called “Texas Municipal Procurement Made
Easy,” which is available on the “Legal Resources” page at A
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Texas Municipal Procurement Laws Made Easy

The following questions and answers provide an introduction to procurement laws that apply to city
officials in Texas. It is meant as a guide only, and city officials should consult with their legal
counsel regarding the application of the law to the facts of each particular situation.

L. Application of Municipal Procurement Laws

1.  What city purchases must generally be awarded through the use of
statutory procurement methods?

The Local Government Code provides that, before a city may enter into a contract for the purchase of
most goods and services that require an expenditure of more than $50,000 from one or more
municipal funds, the city must:

* comply with statutory procedures for competitive sealed bidding or competitive sealed
proposals, including high technology items or insurance;

* use the reverse auction procedure for purchasing;' or

* comply with certain statutorily prescribed methods of construction procurement.?

However, state law provides a number of specific exceptions that relieve the city of the duty to bid
or seek proposals on an item. For example, state law does not require cities to follow any specific
procedures to purchase real property (land and/er buildings).’ The major statutory exceptions to
the bidding or proposal requirement are discussed later in this article.

For contracts for certain professional services, a city is actuaily prohibited by law from awarding
the contract by competitive bidding. For example, cities may not award contracts for the services
of architects, engineers, or certified public accountants through competitive bidding. Instead, the
Professional Services Procurement Act sets out a different set of procedures that must be followed
to contract for these services.*

2.  Isan economic development corporation required to comply with
municipal precurement laws?

The duty to comply with procurement laws is generally derived from some statute that specifically
requires an entity to make its purchases throngh such a procedure. The implementing legislation for
economic development corporations (the Development Corporation Act) does not contain a provision
that subjects economic development corporations to municipal procurement requirements. Neither
the Texas attorney general nor the Texas courts have directly addressed this question.

! TEX. LOC. GOV°T CODE § 252.021(a)(2).

‘1. § 252,021,

*1d. § 272.001.

4 TEX. GOV'T CODE § 2254,001 et seq. (Professional Services Procurement Act).
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3.  Aresimple leases of personal property such as the lease of autos, office
equipment, or other items by a city subject to statutory procurement
requirements?

Competitive bidding or proposal requirements apply to any lease of personal property that will
require an expenditure of more than $50,000 in city funds, unless the expenditure is covered by a
specific statutory exception that would relicve the city from the duty to bid or seek proposals on the
item.* For example, if the lease were for an item that was necessary to preserve or protect the public
health or safety of the city’s residents, the city would not be under a duty to use competitive bidding
or proposals for its acquisition.

4.  Arelease/purchase agreements by a city subject to statutory
procurement requirements?

State law expressly authorizes cities to enter into lease-purchase agreements.” However, normal
statutory procurement requirements would generally apply to these lease-purchase agreements.® That
is, when a lease-purchase agreement for personal property will involve an expenditure of more than
$50,000 in city funds, the contract must be competitively procured unless the type of item purchased
is covered by a specific exception to the statutory procurement requirements.

S.  Does a city have to use competitive bids or proposals to lease real
property to an entity?

Competitive bidding or proposal requirements under Chapter 252 of the Local Government Code do
not apply to the lease of real property. Cities typically enter into leases of city real property through
lease agreements with entities as would any other lessor. Additionally, the requirements under
Chapter 272 of the Local Government Code that a city advertise the sale of real property do not apply
to a normal term lease of a property.

At least one court has held that a city’s temporary lease of property is not subject to the notice and
bidding requirements in Chapter 272.° A recent attorney general opinion suggests that all of the
following have a bearing upon the “temporary” status of a lease agreement: (1) the duration of the
lease; (2) the city’s right to control the land during the lease term; and (3) the city’s right to make

improvements upon termination of the agreement.! An older opinion suggests that the lessee’s

3 TEX. LOC, GOV*T CODE § 252.021

§ Jd. § 252.022(a)(2).

7 Id. § 271.005.

% Id. § 271.006 (Requiring that a contract authorized by Section 271.005 comply with any applicable requirements in chapter 252
of the Local Government Code).

? Welker v. City of Georgetown, 86 5.W.3d 249, 259 (Tex. App.—Austin 2002, pet. denied) (“[T]he plain language of the statute
indicates that the Legislature intended for the notice and bidding requirements to apply to the “sale or exchange’ of land, not the
lease of land.™). .

¥ Op. Tex. Att’y Gen. No. GA-0321 at § (2005).
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option to purchase the leased property upon expiration of the lease may be indicative of a sale.!!

Essentially, if the facts of the situation determine that a lease of the real property is for such an
extended period that it would almost amount to a sale, the lease may be subject to the re%uirements
for advertising the sale of real property under Chapter 272 of the Local Government Code.

6.  Are competitive bidding or proposals required if only state or
federal funds are used to fund the city expenditure?

A city expenditure is not necessarily exempt from competitive bidding or proposal requirements
because it involves the use of only federal or state funds (e.g., grant funds or loans). Otften, staie or
federal funds are considered city finds once they are acquired by or given to the city. Accordingly,
any expenditure of these funds would ultimately be considered an expenditure of city funds and
therefore subject to the bidding or proposal requirements. Additionally, many state and federal
statutes expressly require that the funds provided to & city under the statute be expended in a manner
that complies with local competitive bidding requirements, Cities should review applicable state or
federal provisions that relate to any such funding they receive from state or federal programs.

One state law provides that competitive bidding requirements do not apply to certain appropriations,
loans, or grants for conducting a community development program established under Chapter 373 of
the Local Government Code. Such expenditures must instead use the request for proposals process
described in Section 252,042 of the Local Government Code.

7. Must a city bid for health insurance coverage or public official
liability insurance for its officials or employees?

Cities ml]lft seek competitive bids or proposals when purchasing insurance that will cost more than
$50,000.

Chapter 252 of the Local Government Code does not specifically address the need to use competitive
bidding or proposals if a city’s liability coverage is gained through participation in a group risk pool.
Under state law, the coverage provided by risk pools is not considered to be insurance or subject to
the traditional requirements applicable to insurance policies. Therefore, most risk pools take the
position that statutory procurement requirements do not apply. A city should consult its legal
counsel if it wants to acquire coverage in this manner without participating in competitive bidding or
proposals.

8.  Is acity required to bid for excess or surplus insurance?

Section 252,024 of the Local Government Code states that the statutory procurement requitements do
not prohibit a city from selecting a licensed insurance broker as the sole broker of record for the

! Tex. A’y Gen. LO-96-053 at 3.

2 Flagship Hotel, Ltd. v. City of Galveston, 117 S.W.3d 552, 559 (Tex. App.—Texarkana 2003, pet, denied).
13 TEX. LOC. GOV'T CODE ANN. § 252,021(d) (West Supp. 2011).

14 1. § 252.021(0).
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city.” Such brokers obtain proposals and coverages for “excess or surplus insurance.” Excess or
surplus coverage may include surplus coverage for public official liability, police professional
liability, and airport liability. Some legal analysts have suggested that a city may avoid the bidding
requirements when purchasing excess or surplus insurance if the city complies with the requirements
of Section 252,024, The attorney general, however, has rejected this interpretation of Section
252.024."® In regard to whether the actual selection of the broker of record must comply with
Chapter 252, the atfomney general has allowed for the possibility that if the services to be performed
by the broker are professional in nature, the selection of the broker would be exempt from
competitive bidding. A city should, therefore, consult with its legal counsel if it wants to select an
insurance broker of record without participating in competitive bidding.

9. Do competitive bidding requirements apply to city purchases of
land or right-of-way?

A city is not required to use competitive bidding to purchase or lease land or a right-of-way.”
However, it is important to note that a city is generally required to take bids or — pursuant to
legislation passed in 2013 for home rule cities only — hire a broker when it sells a city interest in real
property.'® Additionally, there are certain special statutory provisions that apply to the sale of park
lands, municipel building sites, or abandoned roadways.'® Further, if a city is to purchase real
property wholly or partly with bond proceeds, the city must first obtain an independent appraisal of
the property’s market value, %

II. Threshold Amount at which Bidding is Required

10. 'What is the threshold amount at which competitive bidding or
proposals are required?

Generally, a city is required to follow the bidding or proposal procedures outlined in Local
Government Code Chapter 252 when it plans to make an expenditure of more than $50,000 in city
funds.' Recent legislative changes make the above requirement equally applicable to purchases of
insurance and high technology items.

11. May a home rule city charter provide a lower threshold for
requiring competitive bids?

If there is a conflict between the statutory threshold amount that triggers the requirements of Chapter

13 1d, § 252.024 (West 2005).

! Op. Tex. Att'y Gen. No. DM-70 (1991).

"7 See TEX. LOC. GOV'T CODE § 252.022(a)(6) (Purchase of land or right-ofiway exempt from competitive bidding
irements).

1% il § 272.001; S.B. 985 (2013).

¥ M. §253.001,

20 jd §252.051.

2 12, §252.021(2)-(b).
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252 and the city’s charter, the city should follow the lower of the two amounts.? Thus, if a city
charter sets forth a lower threshold for requiring competitive bids than does state law, the ¢city should
follow the charter’s requirements. For example, some city charters require the city to- use
competitive bidding for any purchases that exceed $3,000. Such cities would have to follow bidding
procedures as required by state law and as additionally required by the terms of the city charter. A
city charter may not provide a higher threshold for bidding than is permitted under state law.

12. May a home rule city charter provide a lower threshold for
requiring competitive bids?

A city charter may provide certain different procedural requirements for handling competitive
bidding. For example, a city charter may provide different requirements for the notice that must be
provided for contracts to be bid, how the notices are advertised, the manner for taking certain
sealed bids, the manner of publicly opening bids or reading them aloud, and the manner of
awarding the contracts.”® Such provisions in a city charter are controlling even if they conflict with
Chapter 252 of the Local Government Code. However, a majority of the city council may vote to
have the bidding provisions of Chapter 252 override any different procedural requirements
contained in the city charter. Note that the city council can vote to override its charter only with
regard to the procedures for handling competitive bids. The council may not override a city charter
provision regarding the threshold amount at which competitive bidding is required.

13. Can a gencral law city (under 5,000 population) impose a lower
threshold for requiring competitive bids?

A general law city by ordinance or simply by vote of the city council could impose a lower threshold
on itself for competitive bidding than would otherwise be required by state law.?* This is true unless
a statute forbids a city from using competitive bidding to obtain a particular type of good or service.
As noted earlier, the Professional Services Procurement Act prohibits a city from using competitive
bidding procedures to secure the services of certain professionals such as architects, engineers and
certified public accountants,?®

14. Can a city separate out its purchases over time to avoid the
application of competitive bidding or proposal laws?

A city may not avoid the application of competitive bidding or proposal laws by purposely dividing a
single purchase into smaller components so that each component purchase is less than $50,000.
Chapter 252 of the Local Government Code prohibits the use of “separate, sequential, or component
purchases™ as a means of avoiding bidding requirements. 2

::Ia'. § 252.002.

M See Op. Tex. Att’y Gen. No. DM-106 (1992) (City may procure services through competitive bidding even if those services
qualify for an exemption from competitive bidding, unless those services are covered by the Professional Services Procurement
Act),

# TEX, GOV'T CODE § 2254.003.

% TEX. LOC. GOV'T CODE § 252.062.
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It is important to note that the phrases “separate purchases,” “sequential purchases” and “component
purchases™ are all specifically defined by Chapter 252 of the Local Government Code.”’ “Separate
purchases” means purchases, made separately, of items that in normal purchasing practices would be
purchased in one purchase. “Sequential purchases” means purchases, made over a period of time, of
items that in normal purchasing practices would be purchased in one purchase. “Component
purchases” means purchases of the component parts of an item that in normal purchasing practices
would be purchased in one purchase.

Some think that by waiting a year or more between purchases they will automatically avoid the
problem of separate, sequential or component purchases. However, the competitive bidding laws do
not specify any such waiting period. Instead, if the purchases in question would normally have been
made in one purchase, then there may be a violation of the bidding laws even though the city waited
more than a year between each purchase. Accordingly, a city is well-advised to look at its
purchasing practices in terms of whether such purchases are traditionally done all at once or whether
it is necessary or prudent to acquire the items over time. If such items are traditionally purchased at
one time, the city would not want to separate out the purchase in order to avoid competitive bidding
requirements. If a city is not certain how such items are traditionally handled, it should consult the
city’s legal counsel.

15. If a city does not competitively bid an item because the total
expenditure would be below the threshold requiring bids, can it later
purchase more of the items if the extra items would take the total
purchase over the $50,000 threshold?

A city may purchase items without competitive bidding if the total purchase amount will be below
the $50,000 threshold that requires bidding. However, if the city later wants to make additional
purchases and these purchases would take the total purchase over the $50,000 threshold, the city
should use caution. State law provides criminal penalties if a city makes component, sequential or
incremental purchases to avoid the competitive bidding requirements. If such a charge is at issue, the
local prosecuting attorney would review the facts surrounding the involved transaction. Cities would
be well-advised to look at their purchasing practices over past budget years and consider whether
certain items should be purchased through competitive bids.

16. If individual city departments make their own purchases of such
commodities as office supplies, gasoline and vehicle parts, and the
sum of all purchases exceeds the bidding threshold, must the purchase
of those items be bid?

Often individual city departments will make separate purchases of office supplies, gasoline or other

items without competitive bidding because each department’s purchase amount will be below the

$50,000 threshold that requires bidding. If a city’s total purchases for these items would be over the
$50,000 threshold, the city should use caution. As noted earlier, state law provides that there are

Y . § 252.001(2), (6)-(7). o
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criminal penalties if a city makes component, sequential or incremental purchases fo avoid the
competitive bidding requirements. If such a charge is at issue, the local prosecuting attomey would
review the facts surrounding the involved transaction. Cities would be well-advised to look at their
purchasing practices over past budget years and consider whether certain items should be purchased
through competitive bids.

17. After a bid contract is awarded, can a city later decrease or
increase the amount of its purchase or the quantity of work to be
performed?

Even after a bid has been awarded, a city may still increase or decrease the quantity of work to be
done or the materials or supplies to be furnished if it is necessary to do 0.8 Such changes may not
increase or decrease the original contract price by more than 25 percent. Ifthe city wants to decrease
the contract amount by more than 25 percent, it needs to obtain the approval of the contractor for
such a change. There is no comparable authority for the city to simply gain contractor approval to
increase the amount of the order by more than 25 percent. In such a sitnation, the city would need to
seck bids or proposals for the work or products that would be beyond the 25 percent amount,

The city council may also delegate to city staff the authority to approve such change orders if it
involves less than a $50,000 decrease or increase in the contract amount.?® If a change order for a
public works contract in a city with a population of 300,000 or more involves a decrease or increase
of $100,000 or less, or a lesser amount as provided by ordinance, city council may delegate to city
staff the authority to approve such change orders.>®

18. If a city seeks competitive bids for an item, can it include a time
frame for extra items to be purchased at the same cost?

The bidding laws do not specifically address whether it is appropriate for a city to include a time
frame within which it may seek to purchase items at an awarded contract bid amount. However, if a
city would like to have an extended opportunity to make such purchases at that cost, it should
indicate this fact in the bid specifications. In no case can a city increase the total contract amount by
more than 25 percent of the original awarded amount. If a city needs to purchase additional items
that would result in a purchase of more than 25 percent over the original contract price, it would need
to seek bids or proposals for the additional purchase.

19. May a city seek bids or proposals for incrementally purchased
items (such as office supplies) and award the contract to a single
vendor for an entire year?

Items, such as office supplies, could be bid and awarded to a single vendor for the entire year if the
vendor committed to a set of prices for the items and all of the bidding procedures were followed to

2 7d. § 252.048
2 14 § 252.048(c).
0 Id. § 252,048(c-1).
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yield such a contract. The contract would need to have a maximum and a minimum number of iterns
to be purchased so it conld be determined under what circumstances & change order was permitted.

III. General Procedure Requirements

20. What is the general procedure for requesting competitive bids or
proposals?

To take bids or proposals on a purchase, the city must first publish notice of the time and place at
which the bids or proposals will be publicly opened and read aloud.® The city should prepare
specifications detailing the requirements that myst be met by the goods or services the city intends to
purchase. The published notice should include either a copy of these specifications or information on
how a bidder may obtain a copy of the specifications.

If a city wishes to consider factors other than price in its selection, or other factors such as a bidder’s
previous performance or safety record in its selection, the city’s bid specifications should clearly
state that such factors will be considered. Also, the governing body of a city that is considering using
a method other than competitive sealed bidding (e.g., competitive sealed proposals) must determine
before notice is given the method of purchase that provides the best value for the cify.

21. 'What notice must a city provide to announce a request for bids or
proposals?

A city must publish a notice indicating the time and place at which the bids or proposals will be
publicly opened and read aloud. The notice must be published at least once a week for two
consecutive weeks.’” The first publication must appear before the 14% day before the date that the
bids or proposals are publicly opened and read aloud. The notice must be placed in a newspaper that
is published in the city. If there is no newspaper published in the city, the notice must be posted at
city hall for 14 days before the date that the bids or proposals are publicly opened and read alound.

22, Can city staff personally call potential vendors and ask them to
participate in a bid?

Nothing in state law explicitly prohibits a city from providing additional notice to potential bidders.
In fact, many cities either keep a list of particular vendors or use a list of vendors that has been
prepared by another entity, such as the Texas Facilities Commission. These cities then provide direct
notice to the listed vendors when an item or project goes out for bids, However, although this is a
common practice, ¢cities should be aware that this practice has not been approved by the Texas courts
or by an attorney general opinion. In fact, at least one attorney general opinion has concluded that
“contact with potential providers outside the statutory notice and bidding process might run afoul of

*L1d. § 252,041
21
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[the competitive bidding notice requirements).”*® The attomey general based this conclusion on a
Texas case in which the court stated that “[cJompetitive bidding...requires that all bidders be placed
upon the same plane of equality....”** Thus, 2 city may wish to discuss any such practice with its
legal counsel.

23. Can a city require or previde a preference for a particular brand
or manufacturer in its bid specifications?

At least one Texas attorney general opinion has concluded that a city may not require or indicate a
preference for a particular brand name or manufacturer as part of the specifications for a bid
request.** The only exception to this prohibition would be if it were necessary to acquire a particular
brand or product because it is a “captive replacement part.” In such a case, however, competitive
bidding is not required. Nonetheless, it is rare that a particular service or enhancement of a system
can be accomplished only by one manufacturer or through one particular brand.

Some legal analysts disagree with the attorney general opinion that addressed this issue. However, as
previously noted, it is not common that a particular item, service or enhancement of a system can be
supplied by only one manufacturer or supplier or through only one particular brand or process.
Because of the legal uncertainties involved, cities that desire to specify particular brands, products or
processes should discuss this practice with legal counsel. In addition, a city should consider adding
the phrase “or equal” to specifications that require a particular product, brand or process.

24. May a city accept bids or proposals through electronic
transmission?

Cities may receive bids or proposals through electronic transmission, provided the city council
adopts rules to ensure the identification, security and confidentiality of electronic bids or proposals
and ts% ensure that the electronic bids or proposals remain effectively unopened until the proper
time.

25. Is there a special notice requirement if the city intends to issue time
warrants to cover the cost of a contract award?

Special notice requirements apply if a city intends to issue time warrants to pay for the cost of a
contract award. The required newspaper notice must include a statement of the city council’s
intention to issue time warrants.’” That notice must also include the maximum smount of the
proposed time warrant indebtedness, the rate of interest the time warrants will bear, and the
maximum maturity date for the fime warrants.

% Op. Tex. Aty Gen. No. DM-70 at 5 (1991).

* Sterrett v. Bell, 240 5.W.2d 516, 520 (Tex. Civ. App.—Dallas 1951, no writ).
35 Op. Tex. Att"y Gen, No, C-376 (1965).

% TEX. LOC. GOV’T CODE § 252.0415(a).

3 I4. § 252.041(d).
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26. If a city chooses not to follow statutory procurement requirements
for a particular item, should the city create any documentation to note
why bidding laws were not applicable to that transaction?

State law does not indicate any requirement that a city note in its purchasing documentation why
bidding laws were not applicable to the involved transaction. Nonetheless, cities should consult local
legal counsel regarding whether they would find placing such a justification on the record helpful to
the city or the involved staff’s legal position.

IV. Consideration and Award of Bid or Proposal Requests

27. How are contracts awarded by the city that uses the competitive
sealed bid method?

If competitive sealed bid requirements are used, the city must award most contracts to either the

lowest responsible bidder or to the bidder who provides goods or services at the “best value” for

the city.”* To determine the best value for the city, the city may consider the following:®

the purchase price;

the reputation of the bidder and of the bidder’s goods or services;

the quality of the bidder’s goods or services;

the extent to which the goods or services meet the municipality’s needs;

the bidder’s past relationship with the municipality;

the impact on the ability of the municipality to comply with laws and rules

relating to contracting with historically underutilized businesses and nonprofit

organizations employing persons with disabilities;

e the total long-term cost to the municipality to acquire the bidder’s goods or
services; and

® any relevant criteria specifically listed in the request for bids or proposals.

® & & & o @

28. Can the city take into account the safety record of the bidder in
making the award?

When awarding a contract using traditional competitive bidding, the city may only consider a
bidder’s safety record in regards to the bidder’s “responsiveness™ if notice has been given that such a
criterion. is relevant. Specifically, the governing body must have adopted a written definition and
criteria for assessing the bidder’s safety record and must have given notice in the bid specifications
that the safety record will be considered. Of course, any decision that the city makes must not be
arbitrary or capricious.

* 4. § 252.043(a)-(b).
* 1d. § 252.0430).
“ 1d. § 252.0435.
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29. What options does a city have if the lowest bidder has a prior
history of poor performance?

Under current law, if the city wishes to consider additional criteria, the city’s bid specifications
should clearly specify the various criteria that will be considered.

Again, the best practice is to clearly indicate in the city’s specifications that a bidder’s prior
performance on similar contracts may be considered in evalnating the bids.

30. 'What options does the city have if the city receives no bids in
response to a request?

If competitive bids or proposals are required by Chapter 252 of the Local Government Code, there is
no exception that would allow the city to avoid the statutory requirements due to a lack of bids. If a
city receives no response to a request, the city must either re-advertise or decide not to undertake the
contract.

31. 'What options does the city have if the city receives only one bid or
proposal in response to a bid request?

If a city receives only one bid or proposal in response to its request, the city may accept the bid or

proposal received, reject the bid or proposal and re-advertise, or reject the bid or proposal and decide

not to undertake the project.

32, May competitive bids be rejected by a city staff member or must
the city council decide which bids to reject?

State law provides that the governing body of the city may reject any and all bids.* There is no
provision thet would allow the delegation of this decision to city staff, However, in certain cities
the staff will open the bids and provide a recommendation to the city council on whether the bid is
responsive to the bid request and whether it should be accepted as the lowest responsible bid.

33. 'What is the general procedure for awarding a contract pursuant to
competitive bidding?

First, bids must be publicly opened and the bid amounts read aloud at the time and place specified in
the bid notice.* The city council must then award the contract to the lowest responsible bidder or Gf
previously noticed) the bidder that provides the best value to the city. In the alternative, the city may
reject all bids.** Once a bid has been opened, it may not be changed to cormrect minor efrors in the bid

4! 1d. § 252.043(f).
2 74 §252.041.
4 M. § 252.043(2), ().
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price.* However, under certain circumstances, a bidder may be able to withdraw a bid if it contains
a substantial mistake that would cause a great hardship if enforced against the bidder.

34. What is the general procedure for awarding a contract pursuant to
competitive proposals?

If a city decides to use the competitive sealed proposal procedures, it must first give notice of the
request for proposals in the same manner as required for competitive bids.** Generally, this means
that the city must publish at least two newspaper notices of the time and place at which the proposals
will be opened. These notices must be published at least once a week for two consecutive weeks,
and the first notice must be published more than 14 days before the date set for opening the
proposals. Requests for proposals must also solicit quotations and specify the relative importance of
price and other evalnation factors.

Once proposals have been submitted, the city may conduct discussions with the offeror or offerors
whom the city determines to be reasonably qualified for the award of the contract. Such discussions
must comply with the request for proposals and with the regulations set by the city council. To obtain
the best offers, the city may allow the submission of revisions afier proposals are submitted and
before the award of the contract. All offerors must be treated fairly and equally with respect to any
opportunity for discussion and revision of the proposals.

In the end, the contract must be awarded to the offeror whose proposal is determined to be the most
advantageous to the city.”” The city is to determine which proposal is the most advantageous based
on the relative importance of price and the other evaluation factors included in the request for

proposals.*

35. Isinformation contained in a bid or proposal confidential under
the Public Information Act?

Section 552.104 of the Government Code provides as follows:

(a) Information is excepted from the requirements of Section 552.021 if it is information that, if
released, would give advantage to a competitor or bidder.

(b) The requirement of Section 552.022 that a category of information listed under Section
552.022(a) is public information and not excepted from required disclosure under this chapter
unless expressly confidential under law does not apply to information that is excepted from
required disclosure under this section.

The purpose of section 552.104(a) is to protect the interests of a governmental body in situations
such as competitive bidding and requests for proposals, where the governmental body may wish to

“ 7d. § 252.043(g).

45 1, 8 252,041(b).

% 1, § 252,042

¥ 1d. § 252.043(h).

® 14, §§ 252.021(c), 252.043(h).
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withhold information in order to obtain more favorable offers.*® Significantly, it is not designed to
protect the interests of private parties that submit information such as bids and proposals to
governmental bodies, Because section 552.104(a) protects only the interests of povernmental bodies,
it is an exception that a governmental body may waive, for example, by disclosing the information to
the public or failing to raise the exception within the ten-day deadline.*®

Generally, section 552.104(a) protects information from public disclosure if the governmental body
demonstrates potential harm to its interests in a particular competitive situation. A general allegation
of a remote possibility of harm is not sufficient to invoke section 552.104(a).”' Section 552.104(a) is
frequently raised to protect information submitted to a governmental body in response to a
competitive bidding notice or request for proposals. In this context, the protection of section
552.104(a) is temporal in nature. Generally, section 552.104(a) does not except bids from public
disclosure after bidding is completed and the contract has been executed.” However, bids may
continue to be withheld from public disclosure during the period in which the governmental body
seeks to clarify bids and bidders remain at liberty to fumnish additional information.”® Section
552.104(a) does not apply when a single individual or entity is seeking a contract as there are no
“competitors” for that contract.® Note that even when section 552.104(a) does not protect bids from
required public disclosure, section 552.110 will require the governmental body to withhold any
portions of those bids that contain trade secrefs or other commercial or financial information that is
made confidential by law.* In addition to protecting the actual bid proposals, section 552.104(a)
may protect information related to the bidding process that is not part of a bid.*

Although early decisions of the attorney general concluded that section 552.104(a) does not protect
the interests of govemnmental bodies when they engage in competition with private entities in the
marketplace,”’ this line of opinions has been reexamined. In Open Records Decision No. 593 (1991),
the attorney general concluded that a governmental body may claim section 552.104(a) to withhold
information to maintain its competitive advantage in the marketplace if the governmental body can
demonstrate: (1) that it has specific marketplace interests and (2) the possibility of specific hamm to
these marketplace interests from the release of the requested information.® A governmental body
that demonstrates that section 552.104 applies to information may withhold that information even if
it falls within one of the categories of information listed in section 552,022(a).**

* Tex, Att’y Gen. ORD-592 at § (1991).

 TEX. GOV'T CODE § 552.302.

51 Tex. Att'y Gen. ORD-593 at 2 (1991}, ORD-541 st 4 {1990), ORD-514 at 2 (1988), ORD-463 (1987).

% Tex. Att’y Gen. ORD-541 at 5 (1950), ORD-514 at 2 (1988), ORD-319 at 3 (1982),

# Tex. Att'y Gen. ORD-170 (1977). See alse Tex. Att’y Gen. ORD-541 at 5 (1990) (Recagnizing limited situation in which
stafutory predecessor to section 552.104 of the Government Code continued to protect information submitted by successful
bidder when disclosure would allow competitors to aceurately estimate and undercust future bids).

! Tex. Att’y Gen. ORD-331 (1982).

35 Tex. Att'y Gen, ORD-319 (1982), ORD-309 (1982).

3 Compare Op. Tex. Att'y Gen. No. MW-591 €1982) (Identity of probable bidders is protected from public disclosure because
disclosure could interfere with governmental body's ability 1o obtein best bids possible} with Tex. A"y Gen. ORD-453 (1986)
(identitics of individuals who receive bid packets are not profected when governmental body fails to show substantial likelihood
that these individuals would bid),

¥ Tex, Att’y Gen. ORD-463 (1987), ORD-153 (1977), ORD-99 {1975).

S Ses, 2.g, Tex. Att"y Gen. ORL 1997-2515. (City of San Antonio’s records of costs various performers pay for use of
Alamodome), ORL 1996-2186. (City of Alvin information regarding proposal to provide another city with solid waste disposal
services).

5 TEX. GOV'T CODE ANN. § 52.104(b}.
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36. Is information within a bid request concerning historically
underutilized businesses confidential?

Section 552.128 of the Government Code makes confidential certain information about
disadvantaged or historically underutilized businesses.*’ General information about these businesses
is confidential if it is submitted to a governmental body in conmection with an application for
certification as a historically underutilized or disadvantaged business. With two exceptions, this
infomgtion may be disclosed only with the express written consent of the applicant or the applicant’s
agent.

Without such consent, this information may be disclosed by a state or local governmental entity for
one of the following two purposes: (1) to verify an applicant’s status as a historically underutilized or
disadvantaged business or (2) to conduct a study of public purchasing programs established under
state law for historically underutilized or disadvantaged businesses.

It is important to note that this law protects only the information submitted with an application Jor
certification as a historically underutilized or disadvantaged business.? The business’s actual bid is
subject to the same rules of disclosure as any other bid. Additionally, information submitted in
connection with a specific proposed contractual relationship or within an application to be placed on
a bidder’s list is not confidential under section 552.128, Thus, this information may be accessible
even though it involves data that would be confidential if it were contained in the entity’s application
for certification as a historically underutilized or disadvantaged business.

37. Must bidders be allowed to speak at a city council meeting to
explain or defend their bids?

A bidder does not have any special right to speak at an open meeting of the city council. The
attorney general has concluded that the Open Meetings Act does not give members of the public a
right to speak at an open meeting,®® Further, if the city chooses to allow members of the public to
speak at a council meeting, the council may make reasonable rles regulating the number of speakers
on a particular subject and the length of each presentation.* However, the city council should not
discriminate between one speaker and another, and the rules should be applied equally to all
members of the public. The only situation in which the city coumcil may be required to allow
members of the public to speak would be if state law requires a public hearing on an issue or if state
law requires that public comment be allowed on a particular subject. However, there is no such
public hearing or comment requirement that is applicable to competitive bidding issues,

V. Bids for the Construction or Repair of Public Structures or
Roads

74 § 552.128.

St 74, § 552.128(b).

& 14, § 552.128(c).

® Tex. Atr’y Gen. Op. No. H-188 (1973).

* Tex. Att'y Gen, Op. No. H-188 (1973); Tex. Atf’y Gen. LO-96-111.
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38. Is there a special bidding procedure for contracts in excess of
$50,000 for the construction or repair of a structure, road or other
improvement to real property?

Texas law does not single out cities or dictate special bidding procedures for procurement contracts
exceeding $50,000. In the past, Chapter 271, subchapter B, of the Local Government Code dictated a
special bidding procedure for cities, However, the legislature exempted cities from that procedure in
1997,

Currently, on expenditures greater than $50,000, cities may follow one of three basic procurement
methods: (1) competitive sealed bidding or competitive sealed proposals, (2) the reverse auction
procedure, or (3) an alternative procurement method.®* While each of these procurement methods is
authorized for general use by cities, the legislature has precluded the application of some of these
methods for specific types of construction projects. These preclusions, as well as other procurement
issues, are discussed farther in this handbook.

39. Are there special rules for the purchase of machinery for road
construction or road maintenance?

As with other procurement cfforts, a city seeking to tmprot:ure machinery for road construction or
maintenance should provide notice in the newspaper.®® The notice for this type of purchase must
contain a general description of the type and specifications of machinery ired.%

For example, a city requiring a bulldozer should specify the minimum size and horsepower of the
desired bulldozer. In this way, newspaper notices can be kept reasonably brief and inexpensive, and
more detail can be provided in the bid specifications, if necessary.

If, however, the procurement is required to replace unforeseen damage to previously owned
equipment, the notice and bidding procedures do not apply. %

40. Can a city require that bids for a public work or for the purchase
of materials, equipment, or supplies be on a unit price basis?

Yes. Cities may request bids based on unit prices.” This type of procurement may be especially
helpful in the procurement of equipment and machinery. The city must publish the quantities desired
with its notice. If the quantities actually consumed differ from the city’s anticipated needs, then the
actual purchase shall reflect the quantitics supplied or consumed in the procurement,

Cities may ask bidders to indicate both a Jump-sum price and a unit price. In fact, some cities specify

% TEX. LOC GOV'T CODE § 252.021(a).
% Id. § 252,041 (a).

ST I, § 252.041(c).

@ 1. § 252.022(2)(3).

 Id. § 252.047.
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that bids may be awarded on a lump-sum basis, a unit price, or on whatever basis best serves the
city’s interest.

41. Must a bidder execute a performance or payment bond if the
contract is for the construction of a public work?

The Government Code mandates that a city contracting for public work in excess of $50,000 shall
require its contractor to execute a payment bond solely for the protection of beneficiaries who supply
materials or labor to the public works project and have a direct contractual relationship with the
contractor.”” A payment bond is required because material suppliers and laborers do not enjoy the
same lien rights on public projects as they do on private projects. Without the benefit of lien rights to
secure payments that are not timely received, those suppliers and laborers would lose much of their
legal protection regarding payment. The payment bond requirements for public work essentially
replace the protections afforded by lien rights with protections guaranteed by a surety.

The Government Code also mandates that a city contracting for public work in excess of $100,000
shall require its contractor to execute a performance bond solely for the protection of the city. The
performance bond protects the city in the event of a contractor default and/or termination.

Both the payment and performance bonds must be written for the total contract value and should be
executed by a corporate surety in accordance with the Insutance Code prior to commencement of the

work,

For more information on payment and performance bonds, a city should review Chapter 2253 of the

Government Code and consult legal counsel.

42, May a city require a performance or payment bond from a bidder
even when state law does not require sach bonds?

Yes. Nothing in state law appears to prohibit a city from requiring a performance bond, a payment

bond, or both, from anyone contracting to do work for the city regardless of the amount of the

confracts in question. If a city wishes to impose such a requirement, it is advisable that the city make

the requirement part of the bid specifications so all potential bidders are informed of the requirement

before bidding,

43. Is the city required to hire an engineer for the construction of a
public work?

If public health, safety, or welfare and professional engineering issues are involved, the engineering

plans, specifications, and estimates for the construction of a public work generally must be prepared

by a licensed professional engincer.” Further, the engineering for construction vsually must be

executed under the direct supervision of a licensed professional engineer.

™ TEX, GOV'T CODE § 2253.021.

"I TEX. OCC. CODE § 1001.407.
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There are two circumstances in which the above requirements do not apply to the construction of a
public work by a city. First, they do not apply to & public work that involves a total expenditure of
$8,000 or less, even if the work involves structural, electrical or mechanical engineering. If the
expenditure for such a public work will amount to or exceed $8,000, the use of an engineer is
required as noted above. Second, if the work does not involve structural, electrical or mechanical
engineering, then the use of an engineer is not required as long as the total conternplated expenditure
on the project will not exceed $20,000,7

44. Is the city required to hire an architect if the contract is for the
construction of a public work?

A registered architect must prepare the architectural plans and specifications for constructing a new
city building if:

e the building will be used for education, assembly or office occupancy; and
* the construction costs exceed $100,000.7

Also, for any alteration or addition to an existing city building, a registered architect roust prepare the
architectural plans and specifications if all three of the following circumstances are present;

» the building is used or will be used for education, assembly or office occupancy;
the construction costs for the alteration or addition exceed $50,000; and

e the alteration or addition requires the removal, relocation, or addition of any walls or
partitions or requires the alteration or addition of an exit.™

45. If a contract is for the construction of a public work, is the city
required to ensure that all contractors provide workers’
compensation coverage?

Any city “building or construction® contract must require the general contractor to certify in writing
that the contractor provides workers’ compensation insurance to all of the contractor’s employees
involved in the project.” Additionally, each subcontractor must certify in writing to the general
contractor that the subcontractor’s employees are covered by workers’ compensation insurance. The
general contractor, in turn, must provide each subcontractor’s written certification to the city.

The phrase “building or construction” is defined to include any of the following:
* Erecting or preparing to erect a structure, including a building, bridge, road, public utility
facility or related structure;
¢ remodeling, extending, repairing or demolishing a structure; or
otherwise improving real property or a structure related to real property through similar

™ Id, § 1001.053.

1. § 1051.703(a)(2).

™ Jd. § 1051.73(a)(3).

7 TEX. LAB. CODE § 406.096.
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activities

Thus, a eity must require contractors and subcontractors to provide workers’ compensation insurance
in any contract involving one or more of these activities. However, the contractor may provide this
coverage through 2 group plan or through another method that is satisfactory to the city couneil,

State law specifies that the employment of a maintenance worker does not generally constitute
engaging in “building or construction.” State statutes do not appear to provide any other clear
exceptions to the requirement that public works contractors provide workers’ compensation
insurance.

46. If a contract is for the construction of a public work, must a city
ensure that the contractors pay their workers according to the local
prevailing wage rate for the work that is performed?

Texas law requires that any worker employed on a public work contract be paid at least the general
prevailing daily wage rate for work of a similar character performed in the same locality.” If a
worker works overtime or on lega! holidays, the worker must be paid at least the general daily wage
tate for overtime or legal holiday work. The city council must determine the general prevailing daily
wage rate for each craft or type of worker needed to execute a public works contract and the
prevailing rate for legal holiday and overtime worked.”” This determination must be based on either
a survey conducted by the city or on the prevailing wage rate in the city as determined by the U.S.
Department of Labor (if that department’s figures are considered to be current). Further, both the call
for bids and the contract itself must specify the applicable wage rates as determined by the city.

The prevailing wage rate requirement applies to any public work that is paid for in whole or in part
from public funds, without regard to whether the work is dome under public supervision or
direction.”® However, the requirement does not apply to work done directly by a public utility
company under an order of a public authority. The prevailing wage requirement also does not apply
to maintenance work,”

For more information on the prevailing wage rate requirements, a city should review Chapter 2258 of
the Government Code and consult legal counsel.

47. 1Is there express statutory authority for cities to enter into ]
public/private partnerships?

Yes. In 2011, Chapters 2267 and 2268 of the Government Code were passed by the Texas
Legislature to encourage the use of public/private partnerships to develop “qualifying projects,”
which include various infrastructure projects as defined by the mew law (essentially any
improvements necessary or desirable to unimproved real estate owned by a governmental entity).

" TEX. GOV'T CODE ANN. § 2258.,021.
7 1d. § 2258.022.

" 1. § 2258.002.

" 1d. § 2258.021(b).
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The new law requires an opt-in by resolution of the governing body of a political subdivision,
including a city, to elect to operate under its terms. It provides detailed procedures for the
procurement and implementation of a qualifying project. ®

VL Alternative Delivery Methods for the Construction of
Structures

Background and Authority

48. What are alternative delivery methods for city construction
projects?

The alternatives to the basic competitive bidding model of construction procurement are best-value
competitive bidding, competitive sealed proposals, design-build, construction management-agent,
construction management at-risk, and job order contracting.

49. What benefits can alternative delivery methods provide cities?

Alternative delivery methods have some advantages over traditional competitive bidding, In the
traditional competitive bidding process, a contract must be awarded to the lowest responsible bidder,
Subjective considerations such as the contractor’s track record on a particular type of project,
anticipated use of minority and local contractors, and other factors generally cannot be taken into
account. When subjective criteria are used in the selection process, cities have greater flexibility to
choose contractors that can provide maximum quality on every project.

Further, alternative delivery systems are particularly advantageous on projects where time, flexibility
and/for innovation is critical, Using alternative delivery methods such as design-build, the design and
construction phases can overlap, allowing portions of work to begin before other final design
decisions are made by the owner. The time savings are clear. For example, land can be cleared
before the foundation is fully designed, and pier holes can be drilled before the interior colors are
picked. Increased flexibility throughout the process allows the number of offices or rooms in a
building to be changed relatively easily during the construction. Instead of following the old method
of having an engineer design a project in the traditional way, alternative delivery systems can and do
encourage innovation. A city can present a request for proposals with an end in mind and allow a
firm 1o develop a plan whereby the most efficient and innovative materials and procedures are used.

50. Where is the statutory authority for cities to use alternative
delivery systems?

In 2011, the Texas Legislature consolidated statutes in various codes and created chapter 2267 of the

8 Subtitle F, Title 10, TEX. GOV'T CODE Chapters 2267 and 2268. The 82™ Legislature created two chapters of Chapter 2267
of the Government Code. Public and Private Facilities and Infrastructure was added by Senate Bill 1048. Qusstion 47 concerns
this version of Chapter 2267. Contracting and Delivery Procedures for construction projects was added by House Bill 628.
Section V1 of this handbook concerns this version of Chapter 2267, which was re-designated as Chapter 2269 in 2013 by S.B.
1093,
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Government Code. In 2013, the chapter was re-designated as Chapter 2269. All authorizations and
requisite procedures for the use of altemative delivery systems can be found in Chapter 2269 of the
Government Code. (Prior to 2011, cities found their aunthority for these methods in chapter 271,
subchapter H, of the Local Government Code.)

S1. 'What alternative methods are cities currently authorized to use
and for what types of projects?

Under current law, cities may use the best-value competitive bidding process, competitive sealed
proposal method, construction manager-agent method, construction manager-at-risk method, design-
build method, and the job order contract method for public procurement in place of the standard
competitive bidding method that is also allowed under Chapter 2269 of the Government Code or
Chapters 252 and 271 of the Local Government Code.

With a limited exception, citics may use any of the alternative delivery methods for any project
involving an improvement to real property. The exception involves the design-build method. Under
Chapter 2269, the design-build method has been separated into two sections—one for vertical
structures and a second one for certain types of civil projects. After the passage of H.B. 1050 in
2013, the use of design-build for civil projects is limited in availability to cities whose population is
between 100,000 and 500,000 (limited to four projects per fiscal year up) and greater than 500,000
(limited to six projects per fiscal year).®!

S2. What are some preliminary matters in selecting which method to

use?
A city must choose which, if any, of the altemative methods will produce the best value for the
city.¥ In many circumstances, traditional competitive bidding may remain the most appropriate
choice.

VII. The Alternative Methods
$3. What is the “best value” competitive bidding method?

Under Chapter 2269, the competitive bidding method is a procurement method by which the city
contracts with a contractor for the construction, alteration, rehabilitation, or repair of a facility by
awarding the contract to the lowest responsible bidder.® However, because Chapter 2269 gives
certain criteria that the city can consider that applies to all procurement methods in Chapter 2269, the
city may consider more factors than just price in awarding a contract based on competitive bids that
the city would by using competitive bidding under Section 252.043 of the Local Government Code.?
The criteria that the city may consider are:

1. the price;

81 TEX. GOV'T CODE ANN. § 2269.354(1) (West Supp. 2011).
2 14, § 2269.056(a),

B 14, § 2269.101.

% 7d. § 2269.055.
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2. the offeror’s experience and reputation;

3. the quality of the offeror’s goods or services;

4, the impact on the ability of the city to comply with rles relating to historically underutilized
businesses;

5. the offeror’s safety record;

6. the offeror’s proposed personnel;

7. whether the offeror’s financial capability is appropriate to the size and scope of the project;
and

8. any other relevant factor specifically listed in the request for bids, proposals, or qualifications

Also, the city shall apply any existing laws and criteria related to historically underutilized business
and the use of woman, minority, small, or disadvantaged business.* Even though this competitive
bidding method employs more flexibility for the city to determine the lowest responsible bidder, the
city can still elect to use the competitive bidding procedure in Section 252.043 of the Local
Government Code.

54. What is the competitive sealed proposals method?

The competitive sealed proposal method is a procurement method by which a city requests proposals,
ranks the offerors, negotiates as prescribed, and then contracts with a general contractor for the
construction, rehabilitation, alterations, or repairing of facility.? In the competitive sealed proposal
method, the city must first hire an architect or engineer to prepare construction documents.t’
Selection of an architect or engineer must be in accordance with the process required by section
2254.004 of the Government Code if the city does not employ, as a full time employee, its own
architect or engineer to perform this service.® Once the construction documents have been
completed, the city prepares a Request for Competitive Sealed Proposals (RFCSP).¥ The RFCSP
should include comstruction documents, estimated budget, project scope, schedule and other
information contractors may require in order to respond to the RFCSP. The city must also statc the
selection criteria and the relative weighting of the criteria that the city will employ in selecting the
successful offeror. Unlike an RFQ under the design-build method, price information may be
requested in the RFCSP and may be a selection criterion.

The city must publicly open and read aloud the proposals, including price information if such was
required.”® The city must also evaluate and rank the proposals in relation to the published selection
criteria within 45 days after the opening. The city then selects the proposal that offers the best value
based on the published selection criteria and its ranking evaluation.®!

Following the selection, the contract negotiation process begins. The city negotiates first with the
highest ranked offeror.” At this stage, the city and its architect or engineer may discuss

5 Id. § h2260.055(b).
% 1d, § 2269,151,

% 7d. § 2269.152.

58 74, § 2269.057(b).
¥ 1d. § 2269.153.

* 1, § 2269.154.

! /. § 2269.155(a).
52 1d. § 2269.155(b).
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modifications to the proposed scope, time and price. Modifications are not required, and if they are
discussed but not agreed to by the city and the offeror, a final contract may still be negotiated and
agreed upon based on the original response to the RFCSP. If the two parties arc unable to reach a
final agreement, the city must inform that offeror in writing that negotiations are ended.” The city
may then negotiate with the next ranked offeror. This continues in the order of the selection ranking
until a contract is reached or all proposals are rejected. In this form of contract procurement, the city
is mot restricted to considering price alone in its selection, but may consider any other factor from
among the established selection criteria to determine which offeror offers the city the best value.*

55. What is the construction manager-agent method?

The construction manager-agent method allows cities which may not bave the in-house expertise
and/or sufficient staff to effectively oversee a construction project to employ an agent to oversee a
project on their behalf. The party hired by the city to act on its behalf in overseeing the project is
known as a Construction Manager-Agent (CMA).*

A CMA is defined as a legal entity that provides consultation to the city regarding construction,
during and after the design or repair of a facility.*® Practically speaking, the CMA will almost
always be a general contractor or architect or engineer with experience constructing the type of
project the city is building. The CMA manages the project for the city both during the procurement
process and after a contract has been executed. A CMA represents the city in a fiduciary capacity.”’
Therefore, the CMA may not perform any portion of the actual design or construction of the project,
with the exception of the general field conditions as provided by the contract.®® General field
conditions, when used in the context of a facilities construction contract, customarily include on-site
management, administrative personnel, insurance, bonds, equipment, utilities and incidental work,
including minor field labor and materials.®

Prior to or concurrent with the selection of a CMA, the city must hire an architect or engineer
according to the requirements of section 2254.004 of the Government Code, to design the project if
the cita' does not utilize for the design an architect or engineer which it employs on a full-time
basis.'™ The architect or engineer may not serve, alone or in combination with any other person, as
the CMA, unless hired as the CMA in a separate or concurrent CMA procurement process,'® This
does not prevent the architect or engineer from providing customary ‘construction phase services
under the original professional services agreement and applicable licensing laws.

Either after or concurrent with the selection of an architect or engineer, the city selects a CMA based
on the same professional services procurement rules provided for the selection of an architect or

% 1d. § 2269.155(c).

™ See Id. § 2269.055(a)(1).

% 14, § 2269.201(a).

% 1d. § 2269.201(b).

7 Id. § 2269.204,

* 1. § 2269.203, 202.

1. §2269,001(4).

10 14, § 2269.205. See Jd. § 2269.057(b).
11 7. § 2269.205(b)-c).
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engineer under section 2254.004 of the Government Code.'®?

Under the CMA method, the city may engage a single prime contractor or muitiple trade contractors
to serve as prime contractors for their respective portions of the work in any menner avthorized by
the statutes governing the particular city, '

56. What is the construction manager at-risk method?

A construction manager-at-risk (CMAR) assumes the risk for construction, rehabilitation, alteration
or repair of a facility at the contracted price in the same manner as a general conttacior, but also
provides consultation to the city regarding construction during and afler the design of the facility.'
A CM%I} may be hired by the city in either case by a one-step or two-step process that is outlined
below.

Prior to or concurrently with selecting a CMAR, the city must select or designate an architect or
engineer who will be responsible for preparing the design and construction documents for the
project.'® This architect or engineer, if not a full-time employee of the city, must be selected
according to section 2254.004 of the Government Code.'” The city’s architect or engineer, or an
entity related to the city’s architect or engineer, may not serve, either alone or in combination with
another, as the CMAR, %

In the one-step selection process, the city issues a request for proposals (RFP). This RFP should
include general information on the project site, scope, schedule, selection criteria, the weighted value
of selection criteria, estimated budget, time/place for receipt of the proposal, whether a one or two-
step selection process will be used, and any other information that would assist the oity in its
selection of a CMAR. In the one-step process, the city may request, as part of the requested
proposals, information regarding proposed fees and prices for the fulfillment of the écneral field
conditions. In other words, both qualifications and pricing are evaluated in one process. !

In the two-step selection process the city first produces a Request for Qualifications (RFQ), which is
identical to the RFP as described above, except that no cost or price information may be requested of
offerors in the initial RFQ. In the second step, the city selects a maximum of five offerors who
responded to the RFQ to provide additional information. That information may include proposed
fees and prices for the completion of the CMAR’s general field conditions. The two-step CMAR
process is similar to the two-step method for selecting a design-build firm discussed later in this

pape'j:_.l 10
In both the one and two-step processes all proposals must be publicly opened and read aloud in their

02 £ § 2269207,
193 1f § 2260.206.
104 74 § 2269.251.
195 Cee M. § 2269.253
196 74, § 2269.252(s).
107 34, § 2269.057.
168 rd, § 2269.252(b).
:ﬁ Il §2269.253,
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entirety, including pricing information included in the propesal at the appropriate step,'’ The city
must evaluate and rank the offers according to its published selection criteria within 45 days of the
responses having been opened.!’”? The city then selects the proposal that offers the best value for the
city according to the published selection criteria and the ranking evalation.'™ Following the
selection of the offeror that offers the best value for the city, the contract negotiation process begins.
The city negotiates first with the selected offeror. If the two parties cannot reach an agreement, the
city must give formal written notice to that offeror that negotiations are ended. The city may then
negotiate with the next ranked offeror. This process continues until the city and an offeror reach an
agreement on a contract or negotiations with all ranked offerors end.!

The CMAR is required to properly advertise for bids or proposals from trade contractors or
subcontractors for all work, except minor work that may be included in the general field conditions.
The CMAR administers this process and selects the contract procurement method determined to
provide the best value from among the various methods available to the city. The CMAR may seek
to perform any part of the work on the project as long as the CMAR presents its bid or proposal in
the same manner as any trade contractor or subcontractor and the CMAR’s bid or proposal is
determined by the city to provide the best value.''s

The CMAR, city and its representative architect or engineer review the bid and proposals and select
the various trade contractors or subcontractors in a manner 50 as not to disclose the price of the bids
or proposals to the public. Ultimately, however, all bids or proposals shall be made public once the
related contract has been awarded or seven days after the final selection of bids, whichever is later. '8

The CMAR may recommend the acceptance of a particular bid or proposal, but the city has the right
to require another bid or proposal be accepted. If the city overrides the CMAR’s recommendation in
selection of any trade contractor or subcontractor, it must compensate the CMAR for any changes in
price, time, guaranteed maximum cost, or any additional cost or risk associated with the city’s choice
that differs from that recommended by the CMAR. '

The CMAR contracts directly with the selected trade contractors and subcontractors. If any trade
contractor or subcontractor defanits, the CMAR may complete the work, without advertising for
completion bids, or may select a replacement trade contractor or subcontractor. ! '8

If no fixed contract amount or guaranteed maximum price has been defermined when the CMAR’s
contract is executed, the performance and payment bonds shall be in the amount of the estimated
budget of the project as set out in the RFQ or RFP. The CMAR must deliver the required bonds not
later than the tenth day after the CMAR executes the contract unless the CMAR furnishes a bid bond
or other financial security acceptable to thc city to emsure that the CMAR will provide the

i 71 8 2269.253(9).

12 74 8 2269.253(g).

113 70 & 2260.254(a).

U4 17 § 2269.254(b)-(c).
5 14 § 2260.255.

16 |1 § 2269.256(a).

17 11, § 2260.256(b).

Y8 14 § 2269.257
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performance and payment bonds once the price is fixed.!®

57. What is the design-build method?

The design-build methed differs from traditional design-bid-build models in that the city contracts
with one firm to perform both pre-construction design and post-design construction activities.2?
This method can save time and money if employed correctly. This method can facilitate multi-
phased projects without the time consuming process of putting each phase out to bid separately. Also,
it may allow work to begin before all decisions regarding the design or finish-out are made by the
owner. The design-build method may alleviate the problems that cities often encounter related to
project inefficiencies when dealing with items such as change orders or requests for information.

Under the design-build method of comstruction comtract procurement, the city awards a single
contract to a firm who both designs and constructs the facility.'* A design-build firm, as that term is
commonly defined, consists of a team that includes an architect or engineer and & builder qualified to
engage in building construction in Texas.'” However, the city must designate an independent
architect or engineer to act as its representative for the duration of the project.'® The design-build
team may construct the work itself or it may subcontract out all or portions of the work. In so doing,
the designer-builder contracts directly with its subcontractors and assumes complete responsibility
for both the design and construction of the project.

58. What types of projects can be constructed using the design-build
method?

The design-build method can be used for both buildings and associated structures,'? as well as, in
limited circumstances and by cettain cities, some civil projects such as roads, bridges, water supply
projects and water plants.'” When using the design-build method, cities must follow Subchapter G
of Chapter 2269 of the Government Code for vertical structures or buildings and Subchapter H of
Chapter 2269 for horizontal or civil projects.

59. How does a city solicit design-builders for a building project?

If a city determines that the design-build method will provide the best value, it must prepare a request
for qualifications (RFQ) that includes general information about a project, including the project site,
project scope, budget, selection criteria, weighted value of selection criteria and other kelpful
information for bidders."’® In addition to the RFQ, the city mast publish a Design Criteria Package
that includes more detailed information about the project.'” The Design Criteria Package must
specify both the criteria for selecting the design-build firm and the aspects or qualities the city

9 14 § 2269,258,

120 14, § 2269.301,

Y 74 § 2269.303,

122 b1 § 2269.304.

3 1. § 2269.305.

124 11§ 2269.302.

133 14 §2269.352, 353.
126 14, § 2269.306(a).

2 1d. § 2369.306(b), (c).
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considers necessary to design the project. The criteria may include the following information:

a legal description of the project site,
survey information,

interior space requirements,

special material requirements,
material quality standards,
conceptual criteria,

special equipment requirements,
cost and budget estimates,

schedules,

quality assurance and control requirements,
site development requirements,
applicable codes and ordinances,
utility provisions,

parking requirements, and

other requirements as applicable.'®

However, the city may not require offerors to submit architectural or engincering designs as part of a
proposal or a response to a RFQ.'

60. How does a city select a design-builder after publishing an RFQ?

After preparing its RFQ and Design Criteria Package and advertising for praposals, the city evaluates
statements of qualifications submitted by the potential offerors. The city may evaluate qualifications
according to the following criteria: offeror’s experience, technical competence, capability to perform,
and past performance of offeror’s team and members thereof.1*® The city may also consider other
appropriate factors submitted by the offeror in response to the RFQ. However, the city may not
consider cost-related or price-related evaluation factors. In their responses, the design-build offerors
must certify that each architect or engineer that is a member of its team was selected on the basis of
demonstrated competence and qualifications in the manner provided by section 2254.004 of the
Government Code.'*!

After initially reviewing the responses to the Design Criteria Package and the RFQ, the city must
select up fo five responders to submit additional information. If the city chooses, it may interview
these responders. '

The city evaluates the additional information from the selected offerors based on the criteria in the
RFQ and the results of any interviews that occurred.'®? Additionally, the city may request
information on the offeror’s demonstrated competence, safety and durability considerations, the

12 14 § 2269.306(c).
129 14§ 2269.306(d).
130 14§ 2269.307(z).
Bl § 2269.307(b).
132 11§ 2269.307(c).
133 1. § 2269.307(d).
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feasibility of the project as proposed, the offeror’s ability to meet scheduling requirements, cost
methodology and other appropriate factors. '*

After evaluations, the city ranks the offerors according to the RFQ and selects the design-build firm
that offers the best value for the city based on the published selection criteria and its ranking
evaluations. **

61. How does a city negotiate a contract with the selected design-
builder?

After selecting the design-build firm that offers the best value for the city, the contract negotiation
process begins. The city first negotiates with the selected offeror. If the parties canmot reach an
agreement, the city must formally, and in writing, inform the offeror that it is ending the negotiations.
The city may then negotiate with the next offeror in the order of the selection ranking process. The
same negotiation process will continue until an agreement is reached that culminates in an executed
contract or negotiations with all ranked offerors ends. !>

Following selection and contract award, the chosen design-build firm completes the design and
submits all design elements to the city or its architect or engineer representative for review and
determination of scope compliance. The city’s review may be done prior to or during
construction.'”’

The design-build firm has the responsibility to provide the city with a signed and sealed set of
constraction documents (as-built drawings) at the project’s conclusion. '*

The design-build firm’s payment and performance bonds are not required to provide, and may not
provide, coverage for that portion of the design-build contract that includes design services only. If
no guaranteed maximum price or fixed price has been established when the contract is awarded, the
performance and payment bonds are required to be in the penal sum of the estimated budget for the
project as specified in the Design Criteria Package. The design-build firm must deliver the
performance and payment bonds not later than the 10th day after the fitm executes the contract.
However, if the design-build firm provides a bid bond or other financial security acceptable to the
city to ensure it will provide the performance and payment bonds, the delivery of those bonds can be
postponed until construction begins. >

62. How does the design-build method differ for civil projects?

For civil projects, cities do not have the same requirements to weigh and select up to five offerors
prior to selection and negotiation of a contract for civil works."® However, at the outset of a
decision to use the design-build method, the city must determine that the design-build method is

134 11§ 2269.307(c).

15 14 §§ 2269.307(5), 308(z).
V36 1d. § 2269,308(b)-(c).

137 11 §2269.309.

138 14 § 2269310,

18 74§ 2269.311.

0 12, § 2269.359,
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appropriate for a civil project.!*!

63. Is there a limit on the number of civil projects a city can build
using the design-build method?

After the passage of FLB. 1050 in 2013, for cities with a population of 500,000 or more, the limit on
civil design-build projects is six per fiscal year.' For cities with a population of 100,000 or more
but less than 500,000, the limit is four per fiscal year, ! 144

Cities with a population of less than 100,000 may not use the design build method for civil
projects, 45

64. Must a city select an independent engineer for civil projects?

Yes. An engineer that is independent of the design-build firm must be selected to serve as the city’s
representative. !4

65. 'What is the process for selecting a design-build firm for civil
projects?

The first step is to issue a request for qualifications that includes information about the project
scope, budget, schedule, criteria for selection, weighting of the criteria and other information that
may assist potential design firms in submitting proposals.'” Also, the city must prepare 2 Design
Criteria Package that may include:

additional budget or cost estimating;

information on the site;

special material requirements;

critical design calculations;

known utilities;

capacity requirements;

quality assurance and quality control requirements;

type, size, and location of start-ups, and

notice of any ordinance, rules, or goals adopted by the governmental entity relating to
awarding contracts to historically underutilized business, 48

Ml 2§ 2269.353(c),(d).

142 74 § 2269.354(a)(1).

143 1. § 2269.354(b).

14 1. § 2269.354 (c).

1S See Id. § 2269.352.

6 1d §2969.355.

47 1. § 2269.357.
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The primary difference in selection criteria for civil projects and facilities is that the techmical data
required by the statute in the initial submission phase is higher for civil projects. Like other projects,
price cannot be considered at the initial phase.'” In the second step of the process, the pricing can be
considered and then negotiations occur in much the same way as other projects, '

66. What is the job order contracting method?

The job order method for procurement may be used for the maintenance, repair, alteration,
renovation, remediation or minor construction of a facility when the work is recurring in natore and
the time or quantities required are indefinite,'*! Examples of the type of wark that would qualify for
job order procurement would be ceiling tile replacement, door hanging, sidewalk construction and

repainting.

The city must properly advertise for and publicly open competitive sealed proposals for job order
contracts.'™ The base term of the job order contract may not exceed two years. The city may renew
the contract annually for not more than three additional yeers, 53

The city may award job order contracts to one or more of the offerors in the same solicitation. The
city is not required to award a contract to whoever submits the lowest rates. !**

Under a job order contract, specific work projects are anthotized by the execution of a job order by
the city and the contractor. The order may be a fixed price, lump sum order contract based on
contractual unit pricing aP?Iied to estimated quantities, or a unit price order based on the quantities
and line items delivered.’

If the amount or estimated amount of the job order is in excess of $25,000, then the contractor must
post a payment bond on the job order. If the job order is $100,000 or more, a performance bond is
also required.”*® However, note that the bonds arc provided on each specific job order and not on the
overall job order contract. Given the nature of job order work, it is possible that many job crders may
not be of a size that would require performance bonds. However, it also means that a contractor may
be required to post multiple bonds for multiple job orders during the same time period.

VIII. Ability to Provide Preference in Bid Awards

67. Can a city provide a preference for local businesses in its bid
award?

State law allows a city to provide a preference for local businesses when awarding bids only in

149 14§ 2269.359(a).

190 14, §§ 2269,359-.362.

151 14, § 2769.401.

152 14, § 2269.405,

153 14, § 2269409,

13 14 § 2269.406.

135 14 § 2269.410.

V6 1d. § 2269411, Sea Id. § 2253.021(a).
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specifically authorized situations.'*’

In the first situation, if two or more bidders have bids that are identical in nature and amount, with
one bidder being a resident of the city and the other bidder or bidders being non-residents, the city
council must select the resident bidder, '

Another provision geared towards purchases of tangible items allows the consideration of a bidder’s
principal place of business when a city awards a contract.”® The statute states that:

“In purchasing under this title any teal property or personal property that is not
affixed to real property, if a local government receives one or more bids from a
bidder whose principal place of business is in the local government and whose bid is
within three percent of the lowest bid price received by the local government from a
bidder who is not 2 resident of the local government, the local government may enter
into a contract with [either]...the lowest bidder; or...the bidder whose principal place
of business is in the local government if the governing body of the local government
determines, in writing, that the local bidder offers the local government the best
combination of contract price and additional economic development opportunities for
the local government created by the contract award, including the employment of
residents of the local government and incressed tax revemues to the local
government.” !

A third provision authorizes cities that are purchasing real property, personal property not
affixed to real property, or services (with the exception of certain telecommunications
services) to enter into a contract with cither: (1) the lowest bidder; or (2) a bidder whose
principal place of business is in the city and whose bid is within five peroent of the lowest bid
price, if the governing body determines that the local bidder offers the city the best
combination of contract price and additional economic development opportunities, including
the employment of residents of the local government and increased tax revenues.?®' This is
now limited to contracts for construction services for less than $100,000,'6?

Finally, cities must give a preference to local businesses if there are out-of-state bidders that have bid
on the contract and the out-of-state bidder or manufacturer is located in a state that discriminates
against out of-state bidders in its bid awards in favor of local bidders.'® For example, some states
have laws that require an out-of-state bidder to underbid an in-state bidder by a certain minimum
amount. In response to such requirements by other states, the Texas Legislature included a provision
in Chapter 2252 of the Government Code. That chapter requires that Texas cities determine if a
Texas bidder would be required to underbid the non-Texas bidder for a comparable contract in the
non-Texas bidders own state.'® If such a preference is provided in that state, the non-Texas bidder
is then required to underbid the lowest responsible Texas bidder by at least that amount. Thus, if a

157 Op. Tex. Att’y Gen. No. DM-113 (1992); Tex. Att’y Gen. LO-93-073.
138 TEX. LOC. GOV’T CODE § 271.801(b).

2 14, § 271.905.

160 4. § 271.905(b).

16 34, § 271.9051,

12 5

1 TEX. GOV'T CODE § 2252,001 ef seq.

164 14 § 2252.002.
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Texas city receives a bid from a non-Texas bidder, Chapter 2252 will give the lowest responsible
Texas bidder the same advantage as the non-Texas bidder would have in its home state. If the non-
Texas bidder is from a state where in-state bidders are not given preference over Texas bidders, then
Chapter 2252 will not give the Texas bidder any advantage over the non-Texas bidder.

There are several important points to note with regard to the requirements of Chapter 2252 of the
Government Code. First, a bidder’s home state is determined by the location of its principal place of
business or manufacturing. A contractor whose ultimate parent company or majority owner has its
principal place of business in Texas would be considered a Texas bidder.'® Second, information on
the relevant bidding laws of other states is compiled by the comptroller’s office. In ascertaining the
relevant bidding laws of a particular state for purposes of meeting the requirements of Chapter 2252,
a city must use the information provided by the Comptroller’s Office.'®® Finally, Chapter 2252 does
not apply to a contract involving federal funds, '’

Finally, some attomeys believe that a city may include under “best value” criteria a local preference
component. That opinion has not been tested in court.

68. Can a city provide a preference for historically underutilized
businesses?

A city that chooses to award a competitive bid or competitive proposal based on “best value” criteria
may consider “the impact on the ability of the municipality to comply with laws and rules relating to
contracting with historically underutilized businesses and nonprofit organizations employingapersons
with disabilities” or “any other relevant criteria” listed by the city in the specifications.’® Some
cities have used these provisions to continue seeking to procure services from historically
underutilized businesses. In any case, a city may consider a factor that is not related to the bidder's
capacity to fulfill the contract only when state law specifically authorizes the city to take that factor
into account.’®®

69. When is a city required to contact historically underutilized
businesses?

A city must contact at least two historically underutilized businesses if the city makes an expenditure
of between $3,000 and $50,000.'™ If the expenditure is for less than $3,000 or for more than
$50,000, this special notification requirerent would not apply. To determine what businesses within
the county are classified as historicaily underutilized businesses, the city should use the list of such
businesses provided by the Comptroller’s Office.’”! If there are more than two such businesses in the
county, the city can contact the listed businesses on a rotating basis. Even if the historically
underutilized businesses in the county do not provide the goods or services that the city needs, at

165 14, § 2252.001(4).

166 14, § 2252.003.

167 1. § 2252.004.

168 See Id. § 2267.358(10) ; TEX. LOC. GOV'T CODE §§ 252.0215, .043.

1% Op. Tex. Att'y Gen. No. DM-113 (1992); Tex. Att’y Gen. LO-93-073.

10 TEX, LOC. GOV’ T CODE § 252.0215.

'"! 1d., TEX. GOV'T CODE § 2161061 (Comptroller’s Office shall certify underutilized businesses.).
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least two of those businesses must be contacted.'” The city is only excused from this notification
mquhememifmmmmmhbusimseslocatedhthecomtthhichmedtyislomi State
hwdoesnmhdieamethemmcrofindiﬁdudmﬁwthaimuﬂbepmﬁdedmﬂmhistoﬁcmy
underutilized businesses. In any case, it may be advisable to use a manner of notice such as certified
meil that would provide a record of contact with the listed businesses,

70. How does a city determine whether it has historically underutilized
businesses within its area?

TodetamhewhﬂbudnesseswithhthecomﬂymohssiﬁeduhiMmﬂymdemﬁﬁzed
businesses, the city should use the list of such businesses provided by the Comptroller’s Office.'™ A
city may obtain information sbout historically underutilized businesses from the Comptroller’s
Office website L prog hub/, (Note that, in 2013, H.B. 194 added
a vetcran with at least a 20-percent service-connected disability as eligible to be listed as a
historically underutilized business by the state. A legal challenge to that addition is likely.)
71. Isa city required to provide a preference for recycled materials in
its bid requests?
Yes.acitymust“givepmfemneehpmhaﬁnghpm&mumdeofmychdmaaiﬂsifthe
products meet applicable specifications as to quantity and quality.”'™ Furthermore, a city is required
mnguhrlymﬁawmdmﬁseiﬁpmmmmmmﬂmwdspeciﬁcaimwcﬁminmm
mﬂmwiﬁcaﬁmﬁatexpﬁdﬂydiwimhmagﬁnumdnmmadeofmyddmmid&ﬁﬁum
requimdmmahmﬁehmwmemmmdmedﬁcaﬁmmethemofpmdum
made of recycled materials. The Texas Commission on Environmental Quality may order an
exemption from these requirements for a city of less than 5,000 people if the commission finds that
compliance would work a hardship on the city.'”

IX. Statutory Exceptions to the Competitive Bidding or Proposal
Requirements:

Exceptions Due to Public Health, Safety or Welfare

72. Is a city required to bid for purchases that are necessary because of
a public calamity?

AcityisnﬂmquhedmfoﬂowdleeompeﬁﬁwmwumemMuimmenmoflmﬂGwmm

12 ALAN J. BORJORQUEZ, TEXAS MUNICIPAL LAW AND PROCEDURE MANUAL ' 13.12 (2005).
17 TEX. LOC, GOV'T CODE § 252.0215 (City 10 contact historically underutilized businessez based on list provided by
Comptroller’s Office); TEX. GOV'T CODE § 2161.061 (Comgtroller’s Office shall certify underutilized businesses.).

'* TEX, HEALTH & SAFETY CODE § 361.426; TEX. LOC. GOV'T CODE § 252.003 (Requiring that a city follow the
l?uimnmtsmfnrﬁinmtimsﬁuzﬁ).

V%5 TEX. HEALTH & SAFETY CODE § 361.426(d).
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Code Chapter 252 when making an expenditure because of a public calamity.'™ In order to qualify
for this exception from the bidding requirements, the public calamity must be one that requires the
immediate appropriation of money to relieve the necessity of the city’s residents or to preserve the
property of the city., For example, a city may need to purchase medicines or blankets to be dispersed
at a temporary city shelter for victims of flooding or tornadoes. Such a purchase would arguably fall
under this exception to the competitive bidding requirements, However, this practice does not appear
to have been reviewed by the Texas courts or by the attorney general. Thus, a city will want to
consult its legal counsel before relying on this exception to avoid competitive procurement
requirements.

73, Can a city forego bidding or proposals if the purchases are
necessary to protect the public health or safety of city residents?

A city may forego the competitive bidding procedures of Chapter 252 of the Local Government Code
when making a gurchase that is necessary to preserve or protect the public health or safety of the
city’s residents.'” Chapter 252 does not define or give examples of what constitutes a purchase that
is “necessary to preserve or protect... public health or safety...” The following activities have been
found to fall within the health and safety exception (and thus do not require competitive bidding): 1)
building a sanitary sewage system and disposal plant;'™ 2) establishing a county ambulance
service;'™ and 3) awarding a contract for collection, hauling and disposal of solid waste
(garbage).'™ Cities have also used this exception for the purchase of emergency equipment for city
personnel, such as self-contained breathing apparatus for firefighters or bullet-proof vests for police
officers. However, these practices have not been reviewed by the Texas courts or the attorney
gencral’s office. Thus, a city will want to consult its legal counsel before relying on this exception to
avoid competitive bidding requirements.

74. Can a city forego bidding or proposals for purchases that are
necessary because of unforeseen damage to public machinery,
equipment or other property?

A city is not required to follow the competitive bidding procedures when making a purchase that is
necessary because of unforeseen damage to public machinery, equipment or other property.”™ For
example, cities have used this exception to justify not taking bids for the purchase of parts for
emergency equipment, such as firefighting equipment, when the equipment was unexpectedly
damaged or broken. However, parts needed for the routine maintenance of firefighting equipment
are generally purchased through the competitive bidding process. Tn addition, these practices have
not been reviewed by the Texas courts or the attorney general’s office. Thus, a city will want to
consult its legal counsel before relying on this exception to avoid competitive bidding requirements.

1% TEX. LOC. GOV'T CODE § 252.022(a)(1).

177 1d, § 252.022(a)(2).

Y Hoffinan v. City of M. Pleasant, 89 5.W.2d 193 (Tex. 1936).

1% Op. Tex. Att'y Gen. No. M-306 (1971).

1% Browwing-Ferris, Inc., v. City of Leon Valiey, 590 8.W.2d 729 (Tex. Civ. App—San Aatonio 1979, writ ref'd n.re.); Op. Tex.
Att'y Gen. No, IM-908 (1988).

181 TEX. LOC. GOV'T CODE § 252.022(a)(3) .
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Exceptions for Specialized Services

75.  Are contracts for personal services exempt from the requirements
for competitive bidding?

Texas law specifically exempts contracts for personal services from the competitive bidding
requirements.'® The Texas Supreme Court has defined “personal services” to include only those
services which are performed personally by the individual who contracted to perform them.'®
Further, for a contract to qualify as a contract for personal services, the compensation in the contract
shonld mainly pay for the labor of the individual providing the service, not for such things as
insurance or materials, '

For example, the attorney general held that a contract for the services of a construction manager was
a contract for “personal services” and therefore not subject to competitive bidding requirements. '
The attorney general has also concluded that a contract for janitorial services would constitute a
contract for personal services if a specific person is required to perform those services.'® However,
the following have been found not to be exempt from bidding under the exemption for “personal
services”: the provision of advertising space by a newspaper,'”” a contract for microﬁ]mingg
records,’®® an insurance contract,'® a contract to operate container terminal facilities in a port,!
and a contract for janitorial services that did not specify the particular person who was to perform the
janitorial services.'! Thus, these contracts were all subject to the competitive bidding requirements
of Chapter 252 of the Local Government Code.

76. Can a city forego bidding for contracts for professional services?

Texas law specifically exempts contracts for professional services from the competitive bidding
requirements.'”  Professional services have been described as those services which are mainly
mental or inteliectual rather than physical or manual. That is, professional services are those
disciplines requiring special knowledge or attainment and a high order of learning, skill, and
intelligence.'” For example, cities have used this exception to justify not taking bids for the services
of an attorney. Some cities have also used this exception to justify employing outside consultants,
such as insurance consuliants, without competitively bidding those services. However, these
practices have not been reviewed by the Texas courts or the attorney peneral’s office. Thus, a city
will want to consult with its legal counsel before relying on this exception in order to avoid the
application of competitive bidding requirements.

182 74, § 252.022(a)(4).
182 Yan Zandt v. Fort Worth Press, 359 $.W,2d 893, 895-896 (Tex. 1962).

154 Op. Tex. Att'y Gen, No. MW-344 at 1137 (1981).

185 Op. Tex. Att'y Gen. No, MW-530 (1983).

6 Op. Tex. Att'y Gen. No. IM-486 (1986).

182 ien Zandt v. Fort Worth Press, 359 5.W.2d 893, 896 (Tex. 1952),

18 0p. Tex. Att’y Gen. No. IM-890 (1988).

15 Op. Tex. Att’y Gen. No. MW-494 (1982).

1% Op, Tex. Att’y Gen. No. MW-344 (1981).

1 Op, Tex. Att’y Gen. No. IM-486 (1986).

2 TEX. LOC. GOV'T CODE § 252.022(a)(4).

% Op. Tex. Att'y Gen. Nos. JM-1038 (1989), IM-940 (1988), MW-344 (1981) (Quoting with approval the definition of
“profession” from Black’s Law Dictionary 1089-90 (5™ ed. 1979)).
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Additionally, it should be noted that a city is specifically prohibited under state law from obtaining
certain professional services through competitive bidding. The Professional Services Procurement
Act states that a city may not use traditional competitive bidding procedures to obtain the services of
architects, engineers, certified public accountants, land surveyars, physicians, optometrists or state-
certified real estate appraisers.”™ If the professional services desired by the city do not £all under the
Professional Services Procurement Act, they may generally be obtained with or without the use of
competitive bidding, as the city desires. '

77. How may a city obtain the services of architects, engineers,
certified public accountants, land surveyors, physicians, optometrists,
landscape architects, geoscientists or state certified real estate
appraisers?

Cities are prohibited from using competitive bidding procedures to obtain the services of architects,
engineers, certified public accountants, tand surveyors, physicians, optometrists, landscape architects,
geoscientists or state-certified real estate appraisers.’®® Instead, for contracts involving architectural,
engineering or land surveying services, a city must first select the most highly qualified provider and
then attempt to negotiate a fair and reasonable price.'”” If the city is unable to negotiate a contract
with the most highly qualified provider, the city must then formally end negotiations with that
provider. After negotiations have formally ended, the city must select the next most highly qualified
provider and attempt to negotiate a contract with that provider. If necessary, the city must continue
the process of formally ending negotiations with one provider and selecting another provider for
negotiations until a contract is obtained,

The Professional Services Procurement Act does not specify the exact process by which a city may
procure accounting, medical, optometrist or real estate appraisal services. The law mercly prohibits
obtaining these services through competitive bidding and requires that such services be selected on
the basis of demonstrated competence and qualifications. Cities will want to consult their own
counsel for advice on how best to proceed.

78. 'What procedure must cities use to obtain the services of a lawyer
or the services of a law firm?

With the exception of certain bond counsel, state law does not specify any particular procedures for
obtaining the services of a lawyer or of a law firm. The Professional Services Procurement Act does
not apply to attomeys,'® and the selection of an attorney is exempt from competitive bidding
requirements as a “professional service.”'® Thus, a city may choose to obtain the services of an

1% TEX. GOV'T CODE § 2254.003.

1% Op. Tex. Att'y Gen. No. DM-106 (1992).

1% TEX, GOV'T CODE §§ 2254.002(2), 2254.003.

Y7 14, § 2254.004,

158 See id. § 2254.002 (Definition of “professional services™ within the meaning of the Professional Services Proourement Act).
1% See TEX. LOC. GOV*T CODE § 252.022(a)(4) ; Op. Tex. Aty Gen. No. TM-940 at 3 {1988), MW-344(1981).
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attorney with or without the use of competitive bidding. Many cities simply hire their legal counsel
by majority vote of the city’s govemning body and then execute a contract for such services.”™® Cities
should consult their current counsel for advice about this issue. When procuring the services of bond
counsel, a city should review and comply with, if necessary, section 1201,027 of the Government
Code, which requires that the selection of bond counsel shall be made in accordance with the
provisions of the Professional Services Procurement Act that apply to the selection of an engineer.

79.  Are contracts for planning services exempt from competitive
bidding requirements?

Texas law specifically exempts contracts for planning services from the competitive bidding
requirements.*”' However, it is important to note that the phrase “planning services” is specifically
defined by Chapter 252. That term means “services primarily intended to guide governmental policy
to ensure the orderly and coordinated development of the state or of municipal, county, metropolitan
or regional land arcas.™® In order to be eligible for the planning services exception to the
competitive bidding requirements, the planning services to be procured must fit this definition.

80. Does competitive bidding apply to services performed by blind or
severely disabled persons?

Competitive bidding does not apply to the purchase of services performed by blind or severely
disabled persons. 2

Exceptions for Items Available from Only One Source

81. Does competitive bidding apply to the purchase of items that are
available from only one source because of copyrights or “natural
monopolies”?

Competitive bidding requirements do not apply to items that are available from only one source due
to “patents, copyrights, secret processes, or natural monopolies.”™ For example, at least one city
has uwsed this exception to avoid the bidding requirements when purchasing a special type of
surveillance camera for police work. The camers in question was able to transmit pictures directly to
a lap-top computer using a patented process. The entity that owned the patenet for this process was
the sole source for this type of camera. However, it should be noted that this transaction has not been
reviewed by the Texas courts or the attorney general’s office. Thus, a city will want to consult its
legal counsel before relying on this exception to avoid competitive bidding requirements.

20 Op, Tex. Att'y Gen. No, DM-106 (1992).

20l TEX. LOC. GOV*T CODE § 252.022(a)4).

22 1. § 252.001(5).

? Id. § 252.022(a)(13). See Op. Tex. Att’y Gen. No. IM-444 (1986) (General statutes that require counties, cities, hospital
districts, and schaol districts to engage in competitive bidding in order to make certain purchases do not apply to purchases of
services or praduce produced by persons with disabilities pursusnt to section 122.014 [now section 122.017] of the Human
Resources Code.).

M TEX. LOC. GOV'T CODE § 252.022(g)(7)(A).
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82. Does competitive bidding apply to the purchase of “captive
replacement parts” or components for equipment?

Competitive bidding requirements do not apply to the purchase of captive replacement parts or
components for equipment if those parts or components are available from onlty one source.® For
example, cities have used this exception to justify not taking bids for the purchase of parts for
specialized heavy equipment, such as fire trucks, sewer-cleaning equipment, and certain equipment
for road building and maintenance. Frequently, only specialized parts manufactured by the vendor
will properly fit such a piece of heavy equipment. It is important to note, though, that this use of the
“captive replacement parts” exception has not been reviewed by the Texas courts or the attorney
general’s office. Thus, a city will want 1o consult its legal counsel before relying on this exception to
avoid competitive bidding requirements,

83. Does competitive bidding apply to the purchase of electricity, gas,
water and other utility services?

Competitive bidding is not required for the hase of gas, water and other utility services if those
services are available from only one source.”®® The competitive bidding requirements do not apply to
an expenditure for electricity.?

84. Does competitive bidding apply to the purchase of advertising?

Competitive bidding is not required for advertising by a city, other than legal notices,>*

The definition of advertising is discussed in a number of court cases. Thus, city officials should
consult with legal counsel (regarding Edwards v. Lubbock County, 33 S.W.2d 482; Bay Electric
Supply v. Travelers Lloyds, 61 F.Supp.2d 611; and Smitk v. Baldwin, 611 S.W.2d 611) prior to

utilizing this exemption.
85. Does competitive bidding apply to the purchase of books and other
materials for a public library?

Competitive bidding is not required for the purchase of books, papers and other materials for a public
library if those books, papers or materials are available only from the persons holding exclusive
distribution rights to the materials.”” Additionally, competitive bidding requirements do not apply to
the purchase of rare books, papers and other rare library materials for a public library,2!?

5 14, § 252,022(e)(TY(D).
W6 pg § 252,022(2)THC).
%7 14, § 252.022(a)(15).
8 1d. § 252.022(a)(16).
9 14, § 252.022(2)(T)(E).
210 14, § 252.022(a)(8).
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Exceptions for Distress or Auction Purchases

86. Does a city violate bidding requirements if it purchases personal

property at an auction?
A city is not required to comply with competitive bidding procedures when purchasing personal
property at an auction by a state licensed auctioneer.?!’ Currently, it does not appear that cities use
this exception with any great frequency.

87. Does a city violate bidding requirements if it purchases property at
a going-out-of-business sale?

A city is not required to comply with the competitive bidding procedures when purchasing personal
property at a going-out-of-business sale.”” However, for this exception to apply, the sale must
comply with the requirements of subchapter F in Chapter 17 of the Business and Commerce Code.
This practice has not been reviewed by the Texas courts or the attorney general’s office. Thus, a city
will want to consult its legal counsel before relying on this exception to avoid competitive bidding
requirements,

Exceptions for Purchases from Other Governmental Entities

88. Does a city violate bidding law if it purchases property or services
directly from another political subdivision of this state, a state agency
or a federal agency without following competitive bidding
procedures?

There are a number of statutes that allow a city to purchase either property or services from other
governmenta] entities or agencies without following competitive bidding procedures.

The Interlocal Cooperation Act®’* generally allows a city to enter info an agreement with another
local governmental cntity, such as a county or another city, to perform specific governmental
functions and services, such as solid waste collection, fire protection, planning and administrative
services. The Act further provides that a city may agree with another local government, a state
agency (including the Comptroller’s Office), or a council of governments to purchase goods (and
services reasonably related to the operation and maintenance of the goods) from that entity.2!*

Chapter 271, subchapter D, of the Local Government Code allows a city, by resolution of its
goveming body, to participate in cooperative purchasing programs established by the Comptroller’s
Office for the purchase of goods at prices established through purchase contracts of the Comptroller.
The city must agree to be solely responsible for, among other things, submitting the proper

2117 §252.022(a)(12)(A).

22 14, 8 252,022(a)(12)(B).

213 TEX. GOV’T CODE ANN. § 791.001 et seq, (West 2004 & Supp. 2011).
M 1d. § 791.025 (West Supp. 2011).
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requisitions to the Comptroller under the contract in question, direct payment to the vendor and
enforcement of the vendor’s compliance with conditions for delivery and quality of the purchased

goods.?"’

Sections 252.022(a)(12XC) and (12)D) of the Local Government Code exempt purchases of
personal property sold by a political subdivision of the state, a state agency, an entity of the federal
government, or a regional planning commission (e.g., a regional council of governmenis) under an
interlocal contract for cooperative purchasing from competitive bidding.

Finally, Chapter 271, subchapter F, of the Local Government Code allows local governments
(including cities) to enter into cooperative purchasing agreements with each other for goods and
services.”'® Subchapter G allow local governments to purchase goods and services available under
federal supply schedules established by the U.S. General Services Administration, without following
competitive bidding procedures. 2"

Compliance with the requirements of any of the cooperative or interlocal agreement purchasing
statutes described above automatically satisfies the competitive bidding requirements of state law.
Many specific interlocal purchasing practices have not been reviewed by the Texas courts or the
attorney general’s office. For example, H.B. 1050 (2013) prohibits a local government from entering
into a contract to purchase construction-related goods or services through a purchasing cooperative in
an amount greater than $50,000 unless a person designated by the local government certifies in
writing that: (2) the project for which the construction-related goods or services are being procured
does not require the preparation of plans and specifications by an architect or engineer under current
law; or (b) if current law requires plans and specifications to be prepared by an architect or engineer,
that has been done,

Therefore, a city will want to consult its legal counsel before relying on any of the exceptions noted
above to avoid competitive bidding requirements.

Exceptions for Purchases with Specialized Financing

89. Does competitive bidding apply to a contract for paving, drainage,
street widening and other public improvements if at least one-third of
the cost is paid through special assessments?

A city is not required to comply with competitive bidding requirements when expending money for

paving, drainage, street widening and other public improvements if at least one-third of the cost is to

be paid by special assessments levied on the benefited property.”™® Currently, it does not appear that
cities use this exception with any great. frequency,

25 TEX, LOC, GOV'T CODE ANN, § 271.083 (West Supp. 2011); Op. Tex. Att’y Gen. No. DM-350 {1995),

::: Id. § 271,102 {S.B. 1281, passcd in 2015, allows sgrecments with local govemments and cooperatives in other states).
Id § 271.103,

8 1d, § 252.022(a)(9).
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90. Does competitive bidding apply to a contract for a previously
authorized public improvement that is experiencing a deficiency in
funding to complete the project?

Competitive bidding requirements do not apply to expenditures for a public improvement that is
already in progress if there is a deficiency of funds for completing the project in accordance with the
plans and purposes authorized by the voters.?’” This exception to the competitive bidding
requirement only applies to a project that was authorized by the voters of the city. Currently, it does
not appear that cities use this exception with any great frequency.

91. Are developer participation contracts subject to competitive
bidding if the city’s participation is limited to thirty percent of the
total contract price?

A “developer patticipation contract” is a contract between the city and a developer for the developer
to be responsible for the construction of public improvements (other than buildings). Under such a
contract, the city agrees to pay for part of the cost of the public improvements. A city of 5,000 or
more in population may enter into such a contract without following competitive bidding procedures
if the contract meets all the requirements of Local Government Code Chapter 212, subchapter C,2
Among the requirements of that subchapter is that the city’s level of participation in the contract
must not exceed 30 percent of the contract price if the city has a population of less than 1.8
million,?' Additionally, the developer must execute a performance bond.*? If a developer
participation contract does not meet these requirements as well as all the other requirements
contained in Chapter 212, subchapter C, then the contract is subject to all of the normal rules

regarding competitive bidding.??*
92. Can a city forego bidding for work that is performed and paid for
by the day?

Yes, Chapter 252 of the Local Government Code specifically excepts from the bidding requirements
“a procurement for work that is performed and paid for by the day as the work progresses %%
Nearly identical language is found in the County Purchesing Act.” An attorney general opinion
interpreting the County Purchasing Act concluded that a contract for work performed and paid for by
the day is a contract only for the day.?*® The fact that payment on a contract is made on a daily basis
does not make it into a contract for work performed and paid for by the day. Thus, a contract
obligating the county to pay for all future work or obligating a party to provide day labor to do the
future work on a project is not a contract for work performed and paid by the day. This is true even if

219 1d, § 252.022(a)(10).

20 14, § 212.071.

21 1d. § 212,072(b)(1).

22 14 §212.073.

3 1d. § 212,071,

24 14, § 252.022(a)(5).

25 1. § 262.024(a)(5).

26 Tex. Att’y Gen, LO-98-015.
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the contract stipulates that payment must be made on a daily basis. Since a contract for work
performed and paid for by the day rarely reaches the $50,000 bidding threshold, this exception is
used very infrequently.

X. Ethical Requirements Relating to Municipal Procurement
93. 'What is Chapter 176 of the Local Government Code?

Chapter 176 is an ethics law. Originally enacted by HB. 914 in 2003, Chapter 176 requires local

government officers to disclose certain relationships with vendors who conduct business with local
government entities. After the law was implemented, city officials and others realized that the law
kreated several unintended consequences, Consequently, the bill’s author sought an opinion from the
[Texas attorney gencral to clarify many provisions of Chapter 176. The atforney general’s office
released Opinion Number GA-0446, which concluded that legislative changes to the law were
necessary. In response, the legislature passed H.B. 1491 during the 2007 regular legislative session.
More recent amendments were made to Chapter 176 with the passage of HLB. 23 in the 2015 regular
legislative session.

94. 'What local government entities are subject to this law?

The requirements of chapter 176 apply to most political subdivisions, including a city.”’ The
chapter also applies to a local government corporation, board, commission, district, or authority
whose members are appointed by a mayor or the city council,

95. 'What local government officers are subject to this law?

A “local government officer” (officer) nnder Chapter 176 includes: (1) a mayor or city
councilmember; (2) a director, superintendent, administrator, president, or any other person who i3
designated as the executive officer of the local government entity; and (3) an agent (including an
employee) of the local government entity who exercises discretion in the planning, recommending,
selecting, or contracting of a vendor.”*

96. When is an officer required to file a “conflicts disclosure
statement’?

An officer is required to file a conflicts disclosure statement (“statement”) iin at least three situations.

1. An officer must file a statement if the officer or officer’s family member has an employment
or other business relationship with a vendor that results in the officer or officer’s family
member receiving taxable income of more than $2,500 in the preceding twelve months.”
An officer who receives investment income, regardless of amount, is not required to file a

#7TEX. LOC. GOV'T CODE § 176.001(3).
28 14, § 176.001(1), 001(4).
29 14§ 176.003(a}2)A).
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disclosure statement, Investment income includes dividends, capital pains or interest income
gained from a personal or business checking or savings account or other similar account, a
personal or business investment, or a personal or business loan. 2

2. An officer is reguired to file a statement if the officer or officer’s family member accepts one
or more gifts from a veador with an aggregate value of more than §100 in the preceding

twelve months. ™' (A “gift” includes transportation, lodging, and entertainment, even as a

guest.)
3. An officer is required to file a statement if the officer has a family relationship with the
vendor.

MThere is at least one exception to the three situations set out above. A local government officer does
not have to file a statement if the vendor is an administrative agency supervising the performance of
an interlocal agreement. ™

(Note: An officer is required to file a statement no later than 5:00 p.m. on the seventh business day
after the date on which the officer becomes aware of facts that require the filing of the staternent,)*

97. How does Chapter 176 define a “vendor,” and what dees it mean to
have a “family relationship” with a vendor?

A vendor is any person who enters or seeks to enter into a contract with a city.? [The term includes:

(1) an agent of a vendor; (2) an officer or employee of a state agency when that individual is acting in
& private capacity to enter into a contract; and (3) Texas Correctional Industries (but o other state
An officer has a family relationship with a vendor if they are related within the thind degree by
onsanguinity (blood) or second degree by affinity (marriage).*$ An officer’s family relationships
within the third degree by blood include the officer’s: mother, father, son, daughter, brother, sister,
grandmother, grandfather, grandson, granddaughter, great-grandfather, great-grandmother, aunt,
pucle, nephew, niece, great-grandson and great-granddaughter. An officer’s family relationships
within the second degree by marriage include the officer’s: spouse, father-in-law, mother-in-law,
son-in-law, daughter-in-law, stepchild, sister-in-law (brother’s spouse or spouse’s sister), brother-in-
law (sister’s spouse or spouse’s brother), spouse’s grandmother, spouse’s grandfather, spouse’s
granddanghter, and spouse’s grandson.

98. How does Chapter 176 define a “family member” of an officer?

20 £1 § 176.001(2-d).

21 14§ 176.003(e}2HB).
22 14 § 176.003(a}2)(C).
23 1d, § 176.003(z-2).

B4 1d. § 176.003(b).

25 74 8 176.001(7).

6 14, § 176.001(2-a).
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An pfficer’s family member is a person related to fhe officer within the first degree of consanguinity
(blood) or affinity (marriage).*”’ An officer’s family member includes the officer’s: father, mother,
son, daughter, spouse, father-in-law, mother-in-law, son-in-law, daughter-in-law or step child.

99. To what types of contracts does the law apply?

The law applics to any written contract for the sale or purchase of real property, goods {personal
propetty) or services.® A contract for services would include one for skilled or unskilled labor, as

well as for professional services.?*

100. When is a vendor required to file a “conflicts of interest
questionnaire?

A vendor is required to file 2 “conflicts of interest questionnaire® (“questionnaire™) if the vendor has
a business relationship with the city and: (1) has an employment or other business relationship with
an officer or an officer’s family member that results in the receipt by the officer or family member of
taxable income of more than $2,500 in the preceding twelve months; (2) has given an officer or an
officer’s family member one or more gifts totaling more than $100 in the preceding twelve months;
or (3) has a family relationship with an officer.”*"

A vendor is required to file a questionnaire not later than the seventh business day after the latter of
the following: (1) the date the vendor begins discussions or negotiations to enter into a contract with
the city or submits an application or response to a bid proposal; or (2) the date the vendor becomes
aware of a relationship or gives a gift to an officer or officer’s family member.

101. With whom should the statements and questionnaires be filed?

The statements and questionnaires must be filed with the records adminjstrator of the city.! A
records administrator includes a city secretary, a person responsible for maintaining city records, or a
person \;310 is designated by the city to maintain the statements and disclosures filed under the
chapter,

A city that maintains a website is required to post on that website stataments and questionnaires that
are required to be filed under the chapter. However, a city that does not have a website is not required
to create or maintain one.***

(Note: A vendor is required to file a questionnaire not later than the seventh business day after the
Jater of the following: (1) the date the vendor begins discussions or negotiations to enter into 2
contract with the city or submits an application or response to a bid proposal; or (2) the date the

57 1, § 176.001(2).

LB 14, § 176.001(1-d), (2-c).
22 11, § 176.001(6).

0 rd. § 176.006(8).

1 14 88 176.003(k), .006(a-1).
#2 14, § 176.001(5).

3 14, § 176.009.
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wvendor becomes aware of a employment or business relationship with an officer of officer’s family
:members, gives a gift to an officer or officer’s family member, or becomes aware of a family
relationship with an officer.*)

102. What happens if a statement is not filed?

An officer or vendor who knowingly fails to file a statement or a questionnaire when required to do
so comumits either a Class A, B, or C misdemeanor, depending on the amount of the contract* A
Class C misdemeanr is punishabic by a fine of up to $500. A Class B misdemeanor is punishable by
2 fine up to $2,000, confinement in jail for e term not to exceed 180 days, or both. A Class A

i is punishable by a fine up to $4,000, confinement in jail for a term not to exceed one
iear, or both. It is an exceplion to an offense if the officer or vendor files the statement or
questionnaire not later than the seventh business day afier receiving notice from the city of the
alleged violation. 2%

inaddiﬁbnmpmn'bbcrhninﬂpmfshmem,adtymyreprhnmd,mspmd,mmimtem
tmployee who knowingly fails to comply with the requirements of Chapter 176,27 And the city
vouncil may declare a contract void if the council determines the vendor fuiled to file a

(Note: The validity of a contract between 2 city and a vendor is not affected solely because an officer
or vendor fails to file a questionnaire.)**

103. Where can an officer or vendor obtain the necessary forms?

The Texas Ethics Commission is charged with creating statement and questionnaire forms.* The
forms can be found at or by contacting the TML Legal Department at 512-
231-7400 or legalinfo@tml.org.

104. What is Chapter 171 of the Local Government Code?

Chapter 171 of the Local Government Code regulates local public officials® conflicts of interest.?' It
prohibits a local public official from voting or participating in a matter involving a business entity or
real properly in which the official has a substantial interest if an action on the matter will result in a
special economic effect on the business that is distinguishable from the effect on the public or, in the
case of a substantial interest in real property, it is reasonably foreseeable that the action will have a
special economic effect on the value of the property, distinguishable from its effect on the public, 22

%4 1. § 176.006(a-1).

5 1d. §5 176.013.

X5 1d. §8 176.013(0-().

U7 13, § 176.013(d).

8 14 § 176.013(e).

5 14, § 176.006().

0 12 8§ 176.003(e), 176.006(b}.

1 17, §6 171.001-.010.
22 11 §171.004(a).
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Apublicoﬁcialwhohassuchintereatisrequhedtoﬁle,befowamordocisiononmymatter
involvingthebusinessmﬁtyormalpmpm%,maﬂidavﬁwﬁhﬂxecity’soﬁcialrmdheeper.
stating the nature and extent of the inferest.”™ In addition, a locel public official is required to
abstainﬁomﬁmherpmﬁcipdﬁnghmemaumﬂowever,alocalpubﬁcoﬂiciﬂwhoiswqukedm
ﬁhmaﬁdavitisnamquhedmahminﬁbmparﬁnipaﬁngm&emmifamajmﬁyofme
manbusofthegovemiugbodyhnveasubstanﬁalinwrestandaremquimdtoﬁleanddoﬁle
affidavits of similar interests on the same official matter. 2%

More detailed information on Chapter 171 is available in a separate attorney gencral publication
known as “Conflicts of Interest Laws Made Easy” located online at Vg gov.

105. What is HLB. 12957

H.B. 1295 will apply to contracts entered into after January 1, 2016. The bill provides that: (1) a city
ismohibﬁedﬁm@eﬁngMoamei&ahmhcen&tyuﬂmthebuﬂnwsmﬁymbmiua
disclosure of interested parties (i.e., discloses a person who has a controlling interest in the business
or who actively participates in facilitating the contract for the business) if the contract; (a) requires an
fction or vote by the city council before the contract may be signed; or (b) the contract has a value of
@t least $1 mﬂion;(z)thedischsmemuﬂbemafompresmwbythszEﬂlicsCommiwiom
and (3) a city must, not later than 30 days after receiving a disclosure, submit a copy to the Texas
Ethics on,

As of printing, the rules and form had not been adopted by the Ethics Commission. City officials
should be aware of the new law and consult with local legal counsel regarding its application,

XI. Enforcement of Bidding Requirements

106. What civil remedies are available to an individual or entity if the
competitive bidding laws are not followed?

Ifa cityentasiMoaconuactwithom“mplyingwiththemq\ﬁmemsofChapwzsz of the Local
Government Code, the contract is void.*** Any property tax paying resident of the city may bring suit
in district court to stop the performance or payment of the contract. Further, if the contract is for the
construction of public works, a person who submitted a bid for a contract for which the competitive
sealed bidding requirement applies, regardiess of residency, may bring suit in district court to stop
the performance or payment of the contract,?

107. What criminal penalties apply if the competitive bidding laws are
not followed?

33 14§ 171.004(2)-(b).
4 14, § 174.004(c).

=3 11, § 252,061,
26 11,
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If a person fails to comply with the competitive bidding or competitive proposal procedures
required by Chapter 252, that person may be convicted of a Class B misdemeanor.>’ This includes
a situation in which a person makes or authorizes separate, sequential or component purchases in
an attempt to avoid competitive bidding requirements. A Class B misdemeanor may be punished
by a fine of up to $2,000, confinement in jail for up to 180 days, or both the fine and
confinement. >

108. Can city officials or employees be removed from office for failure
to comply with competitive bidding laws?

Under Texas law, an individual is automatically removed from his or her position if that person is
finally convicted of failing to comply with the competitive bidding or competitive proposal
procedures required by Local Government Code Chapter 252, Once removed from office, such a
person may not hold any public office in this state for four years after the date of final conviction.
Also, for four years after the date of final conviction, the convicted person may not be employed by
the city where the person was serving when the offense occurred and may not receive any
compensation through a contract with the city. The convicted person may, however, continue to
receive any retirement or workers’ compensation benefits.

109. Are there different consequences for elected officials, as compared
to city staff, for bidding violations?

There are not different consequences for elected officials or city staff for bidding violations, 2%

7 1d. § 252.062.

2 TEX. PENAL CODE ANN, § 12.22.

29 TEX, LOC. GOV'T CODE ANN. § 252.063.
0 17, §§ 252.062, .063.
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