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MINUTES 
 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
 

OCTOBER 24, 2017 
 

CALL TO ORDER – Roll Call and Determination of a Quorum 

 
The Parker City Council met in a special meeting on the above date at Parker City Hall, 
5700 E. Parker Road, Parker, Texas, 75002. 
 
Mayor Z Marshall called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m. Councilmembers Scott Levine, 
Cindy Meyer, Lee Pettle, and Ed Standridge were present.  Councilmember Cleburne 
Raney was absent. 
 
Staff Present: City Administrator Jeff Flanigan, Finance/H.R. Manager Johnna Boyd, City 
Secretary Patti Scott Grey, City Attorney Brandon Shelby, City Engineer John Birkhoff, 
P.E., Fire Chief Mike Sheff, and Police Chief Richard Brooks 
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 
AMERICAN PLEDGE: JR Douglas led the pledge. 
 
TEXAS PLEDGE: Stacy Patrick led the pledge. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS The City Council invites any person with business before the Council to speak.  No 

formal action may be taken on these items at this meeting.  Please keep comments to 3 minutes. 

 
None 
 

CONSENT AGENDA Routine Council business. Consent Agenda is approved by a single majority vote. 

Items may be removed for open discussion by a request from a Councilmember or member of staff. 

 
1. APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES FOR AUGUST 15, 2017. [SCOTT GREY] 

 

2. APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES FOR AUGUST 29, 2017. [SCOTT GREY] 
 

3. APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES FOR SEPTEMBER 5, 2017. [SCOTT GREY] 
 

4. CITY INVESTMENT QUARTERLY REPORT. [MARSHALL] 
 

5. DEPARTMENT REPORTS-ANIMAL CONTROL (AUG & SEPT), BUILDING, 
COURT, POLICE AND WEBSITE 

 
MOTION:  Councilmember Pettle moved to approve consent agenda as presented.  
Councilmember Standridge seconded with Councilmembers Levine, Meyer, Pettle, 
and Standridge voting for the motion.  Motion carried 4-0. 
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INDIVIDUAL CONSIDERATION ITEMS 

 
6. CONSIDERATION AND/OR ANY APPROPRIATE ACTION ON ARCHITECTURAL 

SERVICES. [MARSHALL] [TABLED – 09282017] 
 
City Engineer John Birkhoff, P.E. said he reviewed the two (2) architectural services 
proposals of Pierce, Goodwin, Alexander & Linville (PGAL) and Randall Scott 
Architects, submitted through the Request for Qualifications (RFQ) process.  He 
agreed the two (2) firms had different approaches, but both firms appeared to be well 
qualified and recommended City Council and staff move forward with the negotiation 
process. 
 
City Councilmembers again voiced their opinions regarding the two (2) architectural 
firms and suggested staff do additional research on the firms.  Mayor Marshall said 
that would be a part of the negotiation process.  City Administrator Flanigan reminded 
everyone this was a negotiation process and not the selection process.  City Attorney 
Shelby also reminded City Council if the negotiation process was unsuccessful, it 
could be re-bid. 
 
MOTION:  Councilmember Standridge moved to authorize architectural services 
negotiations with Randall Scott Architects, Inc. for a new municipal complex.  Mayor 
Pro Tem Levine seconded with Councilmembers Levine, Pettle, and Standridge 
voting for the motion and Councilmember Meyer voting against the motion.  Motion 
carried 3-1. 
 

7. CONSIDERATION AND/OR ANY APPROPRIATE ACTION ON USE OF THE CITY 
LOGO FOR A PARKER WOMEN’S CLUB (PWC) FUNDRAISER. [PWC VP 
FUNDRAISING STACY PATICK] 
 
Parker Women’s Club (PWC) Vice President of Fundraising Stacy Patrick requested 
use of the city’s trademarked logo for a t-shirt PWC fundraiser.  Ms. Patrick said the 
t-shirts would be sold to PWC members, as well as residents of Parker. 
 
MOTION:  Councilmember Standridge moved to approve use of the Parker city logo 
for the Parker Women’s Club (PWC) t-shirt fundraising event.  Councilmember Meyer 
seconded with Councilmembers Levine, Meyer, Pettle, and Standridge voting for the 
motion.  Motion carried 4-0. 
 

8. PUBLIC HEARING FOR CITIZEN INPUT REGARDING A SPECIAL USE PERMIT 
FOR AN ACCESSORY BUILDING (BARN) AT 5001 HACKBERRY LANE FOR JR 
DOUGLAS. [FLANIGAN/SHELBY] 
 
Mayor Marshall opened the public hearing at 7:29 p.m. to receive comments, 
regarding a special use permit (SUP) for an accessary building (barn) at 5001 
Hackberry Lane for JR Douglas, and read the notice, as follows: 
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
 

 
The City Council for the City of Parker will meet at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, October 
24, 2017 at Parker City Hall, 5700 E. Parker Road.  

 
JR Douglas has requested a Special Use Permit to build an accessory building 
(barn) approximately 6400 square feet (s.f.), located at 5001 Hackberry Lane, 5 
(+/-) acres. [Parker Municipal Code §156.37, (N) (5) (e).] 
 
All interested parties are invited to attend this Public Hearing and express any 
comments either for or against the variance as requested.    
 
Written comments may be mailed to Patti Scott Grey, City of Parker, 5700 E. 
Parker Road, Parker, Texas 75002 or email pgrey@parkertexas.us   
 

 
Mayor Marshall then asked property owner JR Douglas to come forward.  Mr. 
Douglas stated his name and address for the record and reviewed the SUP request 
for an accessory building (barn) at 5001 Hackberry Lane.  He described the 
accessary building (barn), as an 80’ x 80’ metal building (barn), steel frame, with 2-
14’ doors similar to others in the neighborhood.  The purpose of the accessory 
building (barn) was to house a fifth wheel trailer, boat, cars, kid stuff/toys, and 
possibly a future motor home.  The open porch on the north side of the building was 
for watching his children play and an entertaining area.  Mr. Douglas noted the 
building would not be used for any business or commercial activity and that he talked 
to his neighbors, regarding the building, and received no complaints. 
 
The Mayor asked if there were any comments or questions from the audience and 
then City Council.  There being no additional comments or questions Mayor Marshall 
declared the public hearing closed at 7:34 p.m. 
 

9. CONSIDERATION AND/OR ANY APPROPRIATE ACTION ON ORDINANCE NO. 
754, APPROVING A SPECIAL USE PERMIT FOR AN ACCESSORY BUILDING 
(BARN) AT 5001 HACKBERRY LANE FOR JR DOUGLAS. [FLANIGAN/SHELBY] 
 
City Administrator Flanigan reviewed JR Douglas’ Special Use Permit (SUP), stating 
on October 12, 2017, the Planning and Zoning (P&Z) Commission recommended 
approval of the SUP for an accessory building or barn larger than 2,500 square feet, 
located at 5001 Hackberry Lane.  The ordinance states anything over 2,500 square 
feet requires a SUP, granted by City Council.  Mr. Douglas has acquired 
approximately 4 (+-) acres on which he will build a barn, approximately 6,400 square 
feet.  The way the ordinance is written today, Mr. Douglas is allowed one (1) out 
building per acre, but the maximum size would be 2,500 square.  Technically, he 
could build three (3) barns, but it would be more convenient and look better for the 
City of Parker if he built one (1) structure. 
 
Councilmember Meyer inquired about the property setbacks.  City Attorney Shelby 
suggested a brief recess to review the City’s setback regulations. 
 

mailto:pgrey@parkertexas.us
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Mayor Marshall recessed the regular meeting at 7:36 p.m. 
 
Mayor Marshall reconvened the regular meeting at 7:50 p.m. 
 
Mayor Pro tem Levine asked property owner JR Douglas if he would mind if the City 
added language to the ordinance, stating the property would not be used for 
commercial purposes.  Mr. Douglas said that would be fine, because the accessory 
building (barn) would be used for personal use only. 
 
MOTION:  Mayor Pro Tem Levine moved to approve Ordinance No. 754, granting JR 
Douglas a Special Use Permit (SUP) for an accessory building (barn) to be located 
at 5001 Hackberry Lane, with the condition the accessory building (barn) is not used 
for business or commercial purposes.  Councilmember Pettle seconded with 
Councilmembers Levine, Meyer, Pettle, and Standridge voting for the motion.  Motion 
carried 4-0. 
 

10. CONSIDERATION AND/OR ANY APPROPRIATE ACTION ON RESOLUTION NO. 
2017-554 ON INVESTMENT POLICY. [MARSHALL] 
 
Mayor Marshall said this item addressed the Investment Policy and he had pride of 
ownership.  He wrote the policy many years ago and apparently the policy was still 
good.  He said neither he nor City Staff recommend any changes to our current 
Investment Policy. 
 
Mayor Marshall noted a quarterly investment report would be added to the City 
Council packet similar to tonight’s for additional transparency purposes. 
 
MOTION:  Councilmember Standridge moved to approve Resolution No. 2017-554, 
the 2017-2018 Investment Policy.  Councilmember Pettle seconded. 
 
Councilmember Meyer inquired about the interest rate the City received; why it was 
so low, considering the amount of money the City had invested; and how often the 
City checked on other options. 
 
Mayor Marshall noted that while the City received minimal interest on the American 
National Bank accounts, the City was not charged fees, which would be greater than 
any interest earned, and the City checked periodically for improved options. 
 
Councilmember Meyer also inquired about the Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corporation (FDIC) amount of $100,000, on page 16 of the City of Parker 2017-2018 
Investment Policy, and asked if that amount should be increased to $250,000. (See 
Exhibit 1 – Updated City of Parker 2017-2018 Investment Policy.) 
 
Councilmember Standridge commented that most of Councilmember Meyer’s 
questions could be answered by staff, prior to the meeting.  Councilmember Meyer 
said she felt they were questions the general public wanted answered and she 
thought it was important to ask those questions publicly. 
 
Mayor Marshall said Councilmember Meyer was correct about the $100,000 needing 
to be updated. 
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Finance/H.R. Manager Boyd noted she prepared investment reports monthly and she 
would now provide those reports to Council quarterly. 
 
Councilmembers Levine, Meyer, Pettle, and Standridge voting for the motion.  Motion 
carried 4-0. 
 

11. DISCUSSION/CONSIDERATION AND/OR ANY APPROPRIATE ACTION ON A 1-
2% MUNICIPAL SALES TAX. [SHELBY] [TABLED – 08292017] 
 
City Attorney Shelby reviewed the Municipal Sales Tax research provided and 
explained some of the additional work required by staff to monitor or track the 
municipal sales tax, if this sales tax is designated to property tax relief.  (See Exhibit 
2 – Municipal Sales Tax for Property Tax Relief [Prepared by Johnna Boyd].)  Mr. 
Shelby shared some of his experience with another city who designated the sales tax 
to property tax relief.  He noted the ordinance is similar; using different sections of 
the tax code for the designation, rather than general fund, and the election would be 
similar.  It was the implementation of and tracking required by staff that becomes 
complicated.  Differences in the projections become the problem, causing 
significantly more records keeping by the finance department. 
 
Mayor Marshall read Parker resident Billy Barron’s email, as follows: 
 

Dear Council, 
 
Sorry, I could not deliver this in person as I am sick. 
 
As I previously commented, I am in favor of increasing the sales tax to 
2%. At that time, I stated the reason was to keep our property taxes 
lower. Now after having read over the implications of that, I think the best 
option is to have the tax go into the general fund. It will have the same 
effect with less work. The only negative is that it may be harder to sell to 
voters this way. 
 
Thanks for your time, 
 
Billy Barron 

 
Councilmember Meyer said the reason she brought this matter to council was 
because she thought it was a good opportunity to reduce property taxes.  Ms. Meyer 
said if this had been in place this past year, residents’ taxes would be the same as 
the previous year’s taxes. To put the additional revenue into general fund, while City 
Council has some restraint, she did not feel it served the same purpose. If it is in the 
budget, frankly, it will be spent.  Historically, sales tax revenue has been fairly 
consistent.   
 
Ms. Meyer said she did not buy the impact or the effect on city staff; they make big 
bucks and this is part of their job.  She said she felt it would be a real benefit to the 
residents; she was not in favor of the funds going into the general fund or used for 
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any other purpose other than tax reduction; and she would not vote for anything other 
than tax reduction. 
 
City Attorney Shelby clarified the fact that up to the estimate, the funds go into the 
general fund. The revenue goes into the general fund, unless you get more than you 
thought you would collect. 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Levine said it becomes a budgeting issue.  Literally, there is no 
benefit other than to take it out of Council’s hands.  The only thing using this 
methodology or using the tax code that designates the sales tax revenue to property 
tax reduction is City Council no longer makes that decision.  The City is obligated to 
the State.  For example, if the City had a project, such as a new road, that needed to 
be addressed that money would be earmarked for property tax reduction no matter 
what the City’s needs were at that point.  Councilmember Meyer said that was her 
point.  The revenue would be designated to property tax reduction. 
 
Mayor Marshall noted Councilmember Meyer determined the one percent (1%) sales 
tax would be negligible to Parker residents. 
 
PWC VP fundraising Stacy Patrick voiced concern for Southfork Ranch, who is 
Parker’s largest business, tax paying entity, and how this increase might impact their 
business, ultimately effecting other avenues of revenue for the City. 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Levine asked City Attorney Shelby if it was possible for City Council 
to request multiple sales tax options on the same ballot.  City Attorney Shelby said if 
it is allowed it would take creative wording. 
 
Terry Lynch, 5809 Middleton, said the advantage of designating the additional one 
percent (1%) sales tax increase to property tax relief, in her opinion, it gives the 
residents some reason to vote for this increase. 
 
Councilmember Pettle asked if this could unfairly raise residents’ expectations, if the 
sales tax did not come as expected. 
 
Finance/H.R. Manager Boyd cautioned City Council, saying if Council chooses to go 
this route, be cognizant of the fact that when you reduce your tax rate, which is 
essentially what you are doing, you also reduce your effective and roll back rates. As 
the City grows, as it is expected to do so, debt service increases and taxes will need 
to be increased to cover services.  City Council and staff will be working with lower 
effective and roll back rates, which come with certain restrictions. 
 
Councilmember Pettle inquired about election costs.  The Mayor also asked whether 
the item would be a multiple ballot initiative.  
 
MOTION:  Councilmember Pettle said since there is time, she moved to table the 
item for further information from our City Attorney on how the one percent (1%) 
Municipal Sales Tax would be placed on the ballot. 
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City Attorney Shelby clarified, stating City Council wanted to know how it would look 
to have multiple options for the one percent (1%) Municipal Sales Tax on the ballot.  
Councilmember Pettle said that was correct. 
 
The motion died for lack of a second. 
 
MOTION:  Councilmember Meyer moved to initiate the process for a one percent 
(1%) Municipal Sales Tax to be dedicated specifically to reduce the City of Parker’s 
municipal property tax rate.  Councilmember Pettle seconded with Councilmembers 
Meyer and Pettle voting for the motion.  Councilmembers Levine and Standridge 
voting against the motion.  Mayor Marshall opposed the motion, breaking the tie.  
Motion failed 2-3. 
 

12. CONSIDERATION AND/OR ANY APPROPRIATE ACTION ON RESOLUTION NO. 
2017-555, AUTHORIZING THE REPUBLIC SERVICES RATE INCREASE. 
[SHELBY] 
 
Mayor Marshall reviewed the item, stating this was a procedural matter.  On 
September 19, 2017, City Council approved the Republic Waste rate increase from 
current rate of $16.83 set February 16, 2016 to $17.38, plus administrative fee ($1.59) 
and taxes, effective January 1, 2018 for trash and recycling services.  Resolution No. 
2017-555 formalizes the matter. 
 
MOTION:  Councilmember Standridge moved to approve Resolution No. 2017-555, 
authorizing the Republic Services rate increase.  Mayor Pro Tem Levine seconded 
with Councilmembers Levine, Meyer, Pettle, and Standridge voting for the motion.  
Motion carried 4-0. 
 

13. DISCUSSION/CONSIDERATION AND/OR ANY APPROPRIATE ACTION ON 
ORDINANCE NO. 755, AMENDING THE CITY SEWER RATES. [BOYD] [TABLED 
– 09192017] 
 
City Administrator Flanigan noted there has not been a rate increase since 2010.  
North Texas Municipal Water District (NTMWD) has increased their rates by 58% at 
a cost to the City.  The City has been using our sewer tap fee to get by maintenance 
and operation.  Now, staff recommends revising our sewer rates from $46.53/month 
to $64.11/month effective November 1, 2017 and then $78.98/month effective 
November 1, 2018. 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Levine asked that staff be more frequent in addressing rates, noting 
by November 2018 sewer rates would almost double.  He suggested postponing the 
increases to March 2018 and March 2019 to give residents more notice.   
 
Finance/H.R. Manager Boyd said if you are forecasting, the sewer department would 
hit a shortfall.  The 2010 rates were adjusted to run with a positive cash flow for 
several years, but if tracked now it is trending toward a shortfall.  The expenses were 
increased in the 2017-2018 budget, after receiving the rate increase notice late July.  
Although, the revenue was not increased, because a rate increase has not been 
passed yet.  As in the past, if we want every department to support itself, this increase 
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would need to be increased soon.  (See Exhibit 3 – Updated City of Parker Ordinance 
No. 755, changing the effective dates as requested.) 
 
MOTION:  Mayor Pro Tem Levine moved to approve Ordinance No. 755, amending 
the City’s sewer rates, with effective date updates, as follows: 
 
$64.11 per month from November 1, 2017 to January 1, 2018 
 and  
$78.98 November 1, 2018 to January 1, 2019 

 
Councilmember Standridge seconded. 
 
Councilmember Meyer asked whether the $64.11 amount needed to be increased to 
cover the delay, so residents who do not have sewer service are not penalized. 
 
Finance/H.R. Manager Boyd reviewed some areas in the budget that could possibly 
offset minor costs. 
 
Councilmembers Levine, Meyer, Pettle, and Standridge voting for the motion.  Motion 
carried 4-0. 
 

14. CONSIDERATION AND/OR ANY APPROPRIATE ACTION ON RESOLUTION NO. 
2017-556 EMINENT DOMAIN WATER LINE EASEMENT ON PARKER ROAD. 
[SHELBY] 
 
City Attorney Shelby explained some of difficulties in contacting and working with 
residents for water line easements and why the next step, eminent domain, was 
necessary.  This resolution would authorize the City Attorney to exercise the City’s 
eminent domain authority. 
 
Mayor Marshall recessed the regular meeting at 9:15 p.m. 
 
Mayor Marshall reconvened the regular meeting at 9:25 p.m. 
 
No action was taken. 
 
MOTION:  Councilmember Standridge moved to approve Resolution No. 2017-556, 
in which the City of Parker, Texas authorizes the use of eminent domain power to 
acquire easements on the south side of E. Parker Road from Hogge Drive to 
McCreary Road for the purpose of relocating the City’s main water line.  
Councilmember Pettle seconded with Councilmembers Levine, Meyer, Pettle, and 
Standridge voting for the motion.  Motion carried 4-0. 
 

ROUTINE ITEMS 

 
 

15. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS  
 
Mayor Marshall asked that the Municipal Sales Tax increase be added to the future 
agenda items. 




















































