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AGENDA 
 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
 

December 15, 2015 @ 5:30 P.M.  
 
 

Notice is hereby given the City Council for the City of Parker will meet in a Regular Meeting 
on Tuesday, December 15, 2015 at 5:30 P.M. at the Parker City Hall, 5700 E. Parker Road, 
Parker, Texas 75002.  
 
CALL TO ORDER – Roll Call and Determination of a Quorum 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

AMERICAN PLEDGE: I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of America; and 
to the republic for which it stands, one nation under God, indivisible with liberty and justice 
for all. 
 
TEXAS PLEDGE: Honor the Texas flag; I pledge allegiance to thee, Texas, one state 
under God, one and indivisible. 

 
PUBLIC COMMENTS The City Council invites any person with business before the Council to speak to the 
Council.  No formal action may be taken on these items at this meeting.  Please keep comments to 3 minutes. 

 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 5:30 P.M. TO 6:00 P.M. – Pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 551, Texas 
Government Code the City Council may hold a closed meeting. 

 
1. RECESS TO CLOSED EXECUTIVE SESSION IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE 

AUTHORITY CONTAINED IN: 
 

a. TX. Govt. Code 551.071—Confidential legal advice regarding municipal legal portion 
regarding noncompliance with subdivision regulation requirements affecting Allen 
Heights Road construction.  
 

2. RECONVENE REGULAR MEETING.  
 
3. ANY APPROPRIATE DELIBERATION AND/OR ACTION ON ANY OF THE 

EXECUTIVE SESSION SUBJECTS LISTED ABOVE. 
 
INDIVIDUAL CONSIDERATION ITEMS 
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4. CONSIDERATION AND/OR ANY APPROPRIATE ACTION ON FINAL PLAT FOR 
PARKER RANCH ESTATES PHASE 1. [FLANIGAN] 

 
5. CONSIDERATION AND/OR ANY APPROPRIATE ACTION ON PRELIMINARY PLAT 

FOR DONIHOO FARMS PHASE 1. [FLANIGAN] 
 
6. WATER RATE REVIEW COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS [ASIATICO] 
 
7. HOLIDAY RECEPTION 

 
ROUTINE ITEMS 

 
8. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS  

 
9. ADJOURN 

 
In addition to any specifically identified Executive Sessions, Council may convene into Executive Session at any 
point during the open meeting to discuss any item posted on this Agenda.  The Open Meetings Act provides 
specific exceptions that require that a meeting be open.  Should Council elect to convene into Executive Session, 
those exceptions will be specifically identified and announced.  Any subsequent action, as a result of this Executive 
Session, will be taken and recorded in open session.   
 
I certify that this Notice of Meeting was posted on or before December 11, 2015 by 5:00 p.m. at the Parker City Hall, 
and as a courtesy, this Agenda is also posted to the City of Parker Website at www.parkertexas.us. 
 
 
 
_____________________     ______________________________ 
Date Notice Removed      Patti Scott Grey 

City Secretary 
 
 

The Parker City Hall is Wheelchair accessible.  Sign interpretations or other special assistance for disabled 
attendees must be requested 48 hours in advance by contacting the City Secretary’s Office at 972 442 6811.  

http://www.parkertexas.us/




Reminder 

 

Please remember to 
bring Parker Ranch 
Estates Phase1 Plat 
map from December 8, 
2015 City Council 
packet. 



































 
 
 

December 1, 2015 
 
 
The Honorable City Council 
Parker, Texas 
 
 
Water Rate Committee Water Rate Recommendations and General Comments 
 
The Parker Water Rate Committee has formally met several times over the previous two months 
following its creation, in order to gather and review data and information, receive input from citizens, 
discuss water rates and related issues with neighboring cities, and deliberate upon recommendations to 
be made to the Parker City Council relative to the 2015 City of Parker water rates previously adopted in 
Ordinance No. 720, on January 22, 2015. 
 
At its meeting on November 18, 2015, the Water Rate Committee unanimously approved the attached 
Recommendations to City Council. These will be presented in full for your review, deliberation, and 
considered actions forward at the next City Council Meeting to be held on December 8, 2015. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
Brooke Asiatico 
Parker Water Rate Committee Chair 
 
 
ATTACHMENT: Parker Water Rate Committee Recommendations to City Council Presentation 
 

PARKER CITY HALL  5700 E PARKER RD  PARKER, TEXAS 75002  972-442-6811 



Parker Water Rate Committee 
Recommendations to City Council  

 
December 8, 2015 



General Comments 

• We have not been meeting our water budget.  

– For the previous two years, the Water Department budget has been in the red by a combined 
$500,000+. 

– We also do not presently have water improvements in this budget which sorely needs to be 
addressed.  

– Additionally, we will continue to have debt service payments (bonds).  

– NTMWD estimates continued increases of 5 – 10% per year for the foreseeable future.  

• A flat rate of $7.66 per 1,000 gallons used would be required if Parker only sells as 
little as it did last year versus $4.82 per 1,000 gallons if we sell our NTMWD take-or-
pay minimum, so some incentive needs to be built into reaching our maximum 
without going over. 

• So, revenues had to rise earlier this year when the rates were changed to meet the 
water department budget deficit. 
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General Recommendations 
• Consider the following: 

1. Consider alternative billing options that water users can opt into, including, but 
not limited to, electronic billing or full-page billing with envelopes.  

2. Communication educating the citizens on their billing (e.g., WaterMyYard.org 
(or comparable site) for conservation tips; Texas A&M landscape water 
calculator) 

3. Additional bond programs for additionally necessary water infrastructure 
improvements 

4. Adopt a watering schedule for the spring and summer months to contribute to 
conservation. 

5. Ordinances requiring developers to install drought-resistant, Texas-friendly 
landscaping and simple-to-use irrigation panels; OR a surcharge on their 
plantings, paid by the homeowner or homebuilder 

6. Work in cooperation with other NTMWD customer and member cities which 
are subject to take-or-pay minimum contracts with the NTMWD, where 
beneficial to Parker. 
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Water Rate Recommendations 
1. Commission a Water Rate Study from Dan Jackson (or similar) to provide 2 or 3 water rate 

proposals from which to choose which address the following critical concerns: 

a. Anticipated additional developer revenues from impact fees recommended; 
b. NTMWD Take-Or-Pay Contract “minimum” and how member cities and other customer 

cities are addressing; 
c. The City of Parker paying its water usage costs; 
d. Anticipated increases over the next 5 – 10 years (per NTMWD rate increases); 
e. The minimum amount of water to operate a household, and to keep landscaping alive and 

green during hottest months; 
f. Keeping in mind that current budget divided by lowest Parker consumption (361mm) = 

$7.66 per 1,000 gallons, create a 4-tiered rate structure allowing the historical data of 
consumption to be the guide for precision of these recommended tiers: 

• Consumers of the least amount of water per month (base rate) (0 – 4,000); 

• Consumer-conservers (4,001 – 50,000);  

• Mid-range consumers (50,001 – 80,000); 

• Smallest number of consumers of the MOST amount of water per month (over 80,000 gallons) 
historically; and/or 

• Consider surcharge options that apply seasonally. 
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Water Rate Recommendations  
(Continued) 

 

g. The City of Parker’s citizen philosophy of country living near the city; 

h. If Take-or-Pay system remains our only option, the rate structure should encourage 
conservation to not raise our take-or-pay future minimum, while also building in an 
incentive for achieving the sale of most of our take-or-pay water. 

i. Neighboring cities water rates (within the NTMWD); 

j. Alternatively, consider an option that is based on a flat rate structure (cost per 1,000 gallons 
used) per meter in Parker of allowed usage per year based on take-or-pay minimum as the 
denominator, with any overage from the user charged a significant surcharge. 

2. Begin to bill on a specific and definitive date each month consistently for as close to a 30-day 
billing period as possible (e.g., the last Friday of each month, etc.) to prevent pushing consumers 
into higher tiers in longer billed months. With only 75 meters left to “go digital” out of 1,450  
(only 5% of total), we should begin monthly digital readings now for billing; 
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Water Rate Recommendations  
(Continued) 

 

3. Review and consider economical and efficient options for averaged Water Dept. billing and 
implement it – the consumers of the least and most amounts of water (and everyone in between) 
will appreciate the option; 

4. Regular rate increases are necessary to avoid sudden rate hike shock. 

5. Upon receipt of Water Rate Study commissioned, have Water Rate Committee review the 
proposed alternatives to ensure objectives noted above were met (and structure the 
commissioned contract this way) for any final changes prior to City Council consideration of new 
Rate Tier Structure.  

6. Consider top tier rates or surcharge to any water user within the ETJ, following any safe harbor 
Water Rate Study completed. 
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Water Rate Committee 

Members: Brooke Asiatico 
  Brian Deaver 
  Scott Levine 
  Z Marshall 
   
 
City Staff Assisting: Johnna Boyd 
   Jeff Flanigan 
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